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SUMMARY

Gatsrand(asa seriesof ridges)is not only a well-known geographicafeature in the Western
Transvaalbut it alsofeaturesprominently as alefinite area inthe settlementhistory ofthe
whites in the Transvaal. In fact, the first farms in this area were registered simultaneously with
farms in the neighbouring Mooi River area.

hgAy3d (2 GKS AYyKFEIOAGEHEYGAQ ANINAFY LINBRAALRAAGAZ2Y dz2J G2 GKS
OSyGdzNBEX | ANROdzZ (dzZNB FyR ad201 FINYAy3a F2N¥SR GKS olairxa 2F (GKS
Initially, the Potchefstroommarket wasthe nearestoutlet for products.Later on, products

were also sold in Johannesburg, as well as at Randfontein and Krugersdorp. In the process of

the development of this enterprise, stock diseases, droughts, poverty and wars continually

set the inhabitants back. Prior to the establishmehgold mines (since 1937) in the northern

areas of Gatsrand, which enhanced economic development,tteB | Q& RS@St 2LIYSyd 41 a
mainly dependent on the subsistence needs of the surrountings.

In this respect, the building of roads to places like Krugersdorp, Randfontein, Pretoria and
Johannesburg was beneficial to the Gatsrand area, since all these routes passed through said
area. Administrative duties were initially performed by a field cormad later by a justice

of the peace, who was subordinate to the magistrate of Potchefstroom. In a similar way,
educational matters were dealt with by the Potchefstroom School Board. Until 1948, with
the exception of Klipdrift School, there were only primachools on several farms in the
area ¢ schools that had from one to four teachers. With outbreaks of iliness, even the
medical services in Potchefstroom rendered help in the Gatsrand area. Inhabitants had to
travel to Potchefstroom, some of them covegimgreat distances, if they were in need of
medicalcareandfacilities.Initially, the nearestcentrefor worshipwasalsoPotchefstroom.

The first congregation in the Gatsrand area was founded in 1926 at Fochville, with
boundaries that included the majgart of this area.

Since 1937, gold mine development provided definite advances in local development. Up to
1948, six towns had been proclaimed, congregations were established, and houses and roads
were built to accommodate the growing number of inhabitants. This resultedhén
establishmenif numerousenterprises Thenumberof pupilsincreasedand smallerschools

had to amalgamate with larger ones.

By 1948,it wasapparentthat the developmentin the Gatsrandareawould be phenomenal
due to the rich discoveries of the then established gold mines.
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INTRODUCTION

Historyat localandregionallevelis arelativelyrecentbranchingof historical sciencandan

1 . . . .
hreathat has seen but little researcithe value thereof for national history is also

disregardednlytoo often, while a studyof the comingsand going®f man inahistorical

. . . . . 2
communityprovidesa more complete viewof nationalhistory. )

Interest in local history has witnessed an increase during the past quarter of a century. A common

practiceof especiallylocal authoritiesin the current spirit of the timesis to have publications

with the history of towns made availabdeespecially during

32:entenari&s GraaffReinet,StellenboschPaarl PietersburgKlerksdorpand

Potchefstroomare but afew exampledn this regard.Carletonvillewhichwasproclaimedin

Mpny X A& Gdz2NYyAYy3I nn AY mpyyd ¢KS {(26yQa 20+t FdziK2NARGE KU
History of the Potchefstroom University for Christian Higher Education to conduct research

with regard to the history of this area.

In orderto relate to the history of Carletonvillefrom 1948onwards,it wasdecidedto first

deal withthe pre-history of the areafrom 1839to 1948 bymeansof thisdissertation.The
history of the town can hardly be done justice if the preceding history of the district or region
should be left out of account.

Thefield of studyof the dissertation hadeenextendedwith regardto a numberof aspects

in each section to a more comprehensive territorial context. Aspects such as the history of
the pioneers, the administration of justice and military development, as well as
communication and politics could not be separated from the district esttwhile the
economy, education, church and managerial development, as well as health and welfare, are
to a large extent related to the history of Potchefstroom.

D A.G.Oberholsterd { i NB S | 3 énilig K\ ASER(IS2/ Tkiktle e i1 979,p. 29.
2 P.LScholtz Streekgeskiedenis W fassinerendenikrokosmosp. 7
3 A.G.Oberholsterd wS R I | a Go8tige?, $ahuark1980,p. 3.



In the main, all of theseaspectscontribute to presentthe then wardof Gatsrandjn which
the current Carletonville is located, in a broader regional historical perspective.

Verylittle researchhasbeendonein the past regardinghe history of Gatsrand However,a

few popular publications (commemorative volumes) have actually been made available.
Research regarding part of the geology, geography and economy of the area has been
published in a number of manuscripts and magazine articles. In this study of the prehistory of
the presentday Carletonvillemunicipalarea, the previouslymentionedward Gatsrand,as

well as a small section of the ward Bovwdooirivier, was selected as the areas to be
researched.

The area that included the then ward Gatsrand was located east of Potchefstroom and
covered more land farther to the east as far as the districts of Witwatersrand and
HeidelbergTothe north, the ward BovenMooirivier formed the border. Farmsin thisward
included in the field of study of which a large section currently forms part of the Carletonville
municipal area, include Stinkhoutboom, Blaauwbank, Welverdiend, Goud\Ezigie
GoudvlakteWest and Wonderfontein. The southern border of ward Gatsreardclose to

the current Parys and thence farther to the sowghst as far as the Vereenigidggtrict. In

the dissertation, reference is made to thiEemarcated field of study a&atsrand¢ as
opposed toward Gatsrandvhen issues in ward context aumder discussion.

The history of Fochville, which was proclaimed in 1920 and was located in the ward Gatsrand,
istouchedupon onlyin asmuch ast had aninfluenceon the developmentof the rest of the

ward. Research covering the development of Fochville justifies a separate study. As mining
activities were commenced in the area, there was more emphasis on the development of the
northern parts of the area under discussiqreurrently partof the Carletonville municipal

area.

For the rest, the ward consisted of farms only up to and including 1936. It appears from
deeds that the numbers of farms were often changesbpecially at a later stage when parts

of the areawere assignedo other districts.In the dissertation,referenceis madeall the

time to the original farm number allocated.



On account of the widespread geographical veld and extended time span, the research
appliesmainlyto the white populationgroup.Even though attentioris paid indirectlyto the
comings and goings of blacks, it should not be regarded as being comprehensive at all. It is
quite clear that a broad field of study is yet lying fallow in this regard. In addition to the
lengthy time span and the geographical scope of the terraireaeh became complicated
owing to the history of the area that became interwoverthwthat of the district of
Potchefstroom.

Primaryresearchhadto be conductedpredominantlyin the TransvaaArchivesDepot(TAD).
Documents relating to ward Gatsrand prior to 1900 were located in particular iarntt@ves

of the magistrate of Potchefstroom and of the state secretary. However, data regarding the
first three decades subsequent to the settling of Trekkers (since 1839) are rare, and for
information the researcher had to rely mainly on published ardravgoublic records) and
secondary sources.

Sources covering the period 1900 to 1948 were found especially in private collections,
churcharchivesn the Transvaalaswell asin archivaliain the CentralArchiveDepot(CAD),
the TAD and the Education Museum.

Usewasfurthermore madeof documentsin the possessiomf the CarletonvilleMunicipality

and the Losberg Dutch Reformed congregation. The government gazettes of the ZAR and the
Union of South Africa as well as local newspapers together with oral testimonies and
recollections (as found in the Carletonville archive collection ofRhefor CHE, which is
currently being compiled and is referenced to in the text as Carletoritld for CHE)

largelycontributedto fill in gapswith regardto particularthemesand periodsfl) Usewas
mademainlyof secondansourceso put Gatsrand irprovincialand nationalperspective.

* k % % %

Thegeologicaformation of Gatsrandwould becomethe mostimportant considerationfor
the rapid development that occurred especially in the thirties of th& 26ntury, namely
when gold was discovered in that area.

Y Forthe sakeof uniformity and owingto divergentarrangementsystemsregardingespeciallyprimary sources
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The area is generally characterised by a wide, flat valley surrounded by a granite reef to the
northern sideandthe low granitehills of the Gatsrando the south,with higherparallelhills

of Pretoria quartzite farther to the south. In this dolomitic valley, we find filenderfontein
Spruit. This is the main drainage route of the area that flows towards the

Mooi Riverin the west.s)

Thesavannahype of vegetationisinterrupted by the presenceof shrubsthat occurin
6%parse fashion. A prominentfeature of the topographyisthe occurrenceof sinkholes.

Sinkholes occurred naturally in that area prior to the beginning of mining activities.

Subterranear{(underground)caveswere formed by the solvingof dolomiticrocksby

groundwater.Thisgaverise to the suddenor gradualsubsidenceof groundlayers.7) Mining

activities accelerated this process.

The fact that ward Gatsrand formed part of the district of Potchefstroom in the period
covered at the time of this study, made it impossible to secure a comprehensive census
regarding the number of bywoners (white tenant farmers who laboured in returritfer

right to cultivate an area of land) of the Gatsrand. From statistical data of the subsequent
magisterial district Oberholzer (established in August 1953 and including a section of
Gatsrand), population data of the town Carletonville, as made availabl946, can be
given.At the time, there were 143whites, 678 blacksand twocolouredslivingin the town,

while the total white population in the district of Oberholzer was 1 504, that of the blacks

4 826, ofthe coloureds128 andof the Asians37. 8

5 R.APelletier,d / 2 y (i NJtodhdzgebl@gybtithe FarWestw |y RranEactionf the
Geological Society of South Afri¢h, 26 July 1937, p. 128.
8 A.M.Heyns W Geografiesendersoekna die landboukleinhoewe die gebiedRandfonteirWelverdiendp.
2.
7 A. Nieuwoudt, Die beplanningvan dieontwikkelendeverspreidestad in die gebied Carletonville,Fochvilleen
Westonarig pp. 59 and 61.
8 RepubliekvanSuidAfrika,BURO/IRSTATISTIEBtedelikesnplattelandsebevolking van
SuidAfrika, 19041960: Verslag nr. 6@2-01, pp. 91, 95, 99, 104 and 182.
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CHAPTERNE

WHITE SETTLEMENTAND TOWN ESTABLISHMENTN GATSRANDBEFORETHE
PROCLAMATION OF CARLETONVILLE IN 1948

Evenprior to White settlementin the Gatsrandarea,Blackshadbeenlivingthere. However,
it is difficult to determine the extent and location of their presence.

At Askoppieaswell asat other similarkoppiesalongthe Gatsrandhills,there remainto this

aay remnants of walls and ash heapsA cave with the remnants of huts and
implements/utensilsanbe viewedat the farm Kleinfontein A blacktribe isbelievedto have
taken refuge here during the destructive campaign of Mzilikazi and his Ndebele

(Matabele)onthe Highveld?

lf0K2dzaK GKS Sy@ANRYYSyidQa OKINIOGSNRAGAO KAffAX

adequate grazing, shelter and wood made this an ideal area to live in for black tribes, the
trekkersfound not a singleBlacklivingin the areaasfar asGatsrandduringthe first punitive
expedition against Mzilikazi in January 1837. This can primarily be attributed to the

destructivecampaigrof the Ndebele.3

In ethnologic studies there is mention that Tswana tribes actually did settle in the
environment for intermittent periods before the arrival of the trekkers. A branch of the
Kwenatribe underthe leadershipof Mare presumablysettledin the southernpart of the

Gatsrandafter 1823.4

5
Mare chose dargeisolatedhill asdwellingplaceand called itkokosi (Losberg)Oneof his
sons(Kokosi)was named after the place.Kokosiwas alsothe last known greatplace of the
group. The destructive campaign of the Ndebele gave rise to the scattering of this group

L APNel.& . dzF ¥ S ¢ yapBkerindaskerksed S & | A SGe&fgringedd&/roueblad, xxx
(8), January 1977, pp. 13
2 CarletonvillgPUvir CHE)ref. 3: InterviewDr JAWolmarans,15.4.1987.
3 JCVoight.Fiftyyearsof the historyof the republicin SouthAfrica,17951845,p. 168.Also
compare HB Thom. Die lewe van Gert Maritz, p. 131.
4 LPVorster.DiebaK WENAaMAREa-PHOGOLEMA dissertation,1958),p.45.
5 Losbergis located within the boundariesof the farm Rhenosterfonteinin the southern section/part of
Gatsrand.
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6
and,by 1830,a largegroupof them retreatedto the current Free StatandLesotho. Inthe
secondhalf of the eighteenthcentury,anotherKwenasubdivisionthe Molotswane, apparently

lived for a time close to the current farm Deelkr;al.

'l t203ASGSNDa 3INRdzLI 2F GNB11SNBR GKIFG ftSTa GKS /LIS [/ 2t2ye
al A f ANdébéleiSarieof the livestockof the companywere taken by the Ndebele at
Vegkop in Octobet836,but thesewere retrievedin Januaryl839 bythe commandoof

GerritMaritzand Potgieterata T A f Akl’g&l,ﬁ/ldsdgeﬁg

In April1837,three groupsof trekkerswere gatheredat ThabaNchuwhere Piet Retiefvas
electedasgovernor.AlthoughPotgieteractuallyhad inmind the Highveldandthe north as
destination, he nevertheless opted to accompany Retief to Natal. The group of trekkers of
Piet Uysjoined the othersat Thaba Nchin August 1837While the trekker group of Retief

left for Natal, those of Potgieter, Uys and Maritz remained behind for the purpose of

organisinga secondpunitive commandoagainstMzilikazi.

ONH ! wa {GRARATBUFFELSDOORN

PhotographAngloAmericanCorporation(Marshalltown)

8 LPVorster,DiebaKWENAaMAREa-PHOGOL&p.52,57.

7 PLBreutz,Diestammevandie distrik Ventersdorpp.103.

8 CFJMuller, & 5 Gfot Trektydperk, 1834my p m3CEIMuller (ed.), 500 jaar Suid
Afrikaanse geskiedenis, pp. 1337.

9 PJ van der Merwe, Die Matabeles en die Voortrekkers, p. 148, GS Preller, \(oa@ntnegnse
1I, p. 91. Also compare C Potgieterand NH TheunissenKommandarigeneraal Hendrik
Potgieter, pp. 68, 74.



Owing to illness, Maritz did not go along on the second expedition in November, but remained
behindin the lager.On 14 Novemberl837,the commandoof Potgieterand Uys managed to

RNAGS alAftAllFITAQE bRS6StS o601 ONR&& (GKS [ AYLEZLR

Uys, the livestock was divided among them in the Gatsrand and the place

would subsequentiybe referredto asDeeIkraaI:.LO Ontheir arrival inNatalin Januaryl838,

Retief was already negotiating with Dingane. After the unexpected killing of Retief and his
companyat 5 A y 3 ke theitrekkers pinned their hope on Potgieterand UysOn 6 April

1838, one of the two groups under Potgieter and Uys were ambushed by the Zulu impis at
Italeni. Uys lost his life and one of the trekkers blamed Potgieter for this. With a group of

about 160menandtheir families,Potgieter leftNataland headednor’[h.ll

& b20SYOSNI myoyZ Ylye 2F t203ASGSNR&a INRdzL) KI R

Winburg and across the Vaal River. A small group even settled around the current Heidelberg
and Suikerbosrané.zln Decembef838,Potgieterdeclaredthe regionnorth of the Vaal River

as trekker territor)}?’and settled his company along the Mooi River, 11 km

north-eastof the current PotchefstroomThissettlementwasinitially knownas

14 . . .
Potchefstroomand subsequentlgsOudeDorp.” Poor soil conditions/ere one othe motives
for the decisionto opt for aterrain farther to the south wherethe presentday

town (Potchefstroomjj5 wasestablished in841.

I O0O2NRAY3a (G2 GKS aLXFFaNBljdzSaidSyNBIAAGSNE oO6F!F

Potgieterhad beerallocatingfarmsin the MooiRiver districfrom asearly as 3 June 186?!?.
Laterin that sameyear,Jde Klerkwasappointedasmagistrateof the entire

10 pJvan der Merwe, Die Matabelesen die Voortrekkers,pp. 218219 and GSPreller,
Voortrekkermense lll, p. 9Also refer to p. 6, footnote 28.
11 CPotgieterandNHTheunissenKommandantgeneraaHendrikPotgieter,pp. 94,113.AlsocompareD Branken,

NI

wA @S NI

2 K Sy

F LILIE A OF GA 2y

dal NAGT a8 f1SNJ o6& {dzA|{SNDP2aNl yRIdS | NBASTyYydzdzda EEGAA O6y0sS CSoNMzZ NBE mbyps=

12 CPotgieterandNHTheunissenKommandarnigeneraaHendrikPotgieter,p. 114.
13 EAWalker,TheGreatTrek,p. 227.
4 WJ Badenhorst, & 5 Ag&skiedenisvan t 2 i OK S F &ni AIR 2aN deX Walt (ed.),

Potchefstroom, 1838881, p. 4.
15 Thedate on whichthe namePotchefstroomwhichwasotherwisealsoknownasd a 2 2 A B3 Kikds Bsed
for the first time, is uncertainf SS Db @y RSy . SNHKXI d4aLa&
Klerksdorpdie oudste?18, July1985,p. 9. Also,compareDJPHaasbroekg t 2 i OK S F & (kiyJy dagrdie ¢ | NJ
YIEFYKETZ /2YyiNBS o3 WIHydzZad NE mMpTyS LD Hpd
16 Registrar of Deeds (TAB), ref. 2433: Plaasrequestenregister18538 Where the farms were recorded and
who was responsible for the registration of farms is uncertain. It is possible that, since Maritz could not take
part in the secondpunitive expeditionagainstMzilikaziowing to ill health, he may haveremainedbehind at
Suikerbosrand where a start was made with this particular register.

[



4 2 @S ND S iNBrdertd riBdgethe allocationof farms’ Accordingto tradition, by the
year 1836, one Harmse and his family had already settled on the terrain of the prsgnt
farm Buffelsdoornin the Gatsrandarea.Apparently thiswasthe Harmsewho wastrampled

to deathby a woundeduffalo neara patchof thorn bushesandwho Iiesburiedthere.lSA

pile of stones(cairn)markswhatisallegediyi I NJY §r&/€xaadit canstill be seenonthe farm.

It is illuminating that the farm Buffelsdoorn possibly had another name previously. In the

GLI I aNBljdzSadiSyNBIAAGSNE O0FIFNY NBIljdzSad NBIAAGSND GKS FI Ny
du Plessisn 1839.In 1856 hetransferred thefarm to PJWSchutte but Du Plessithen used

the nameBuffelsdoorn instea&?Anexplanatiorforthe possiblenamechangemaybe linked

to the episode with the buffalo that occurred there.

It is known that severe droughts occurred in the Grddinet district in 1821 and
subsequenthandthat farmersconsequenthitrekkedaboutin orderto find better grazing for
their livestock Someof them trekkedevenasfar asthe Transoranjez.0 Some othese

folk possiblycrossedthe VaalRiverin the thirties to settle in the vicinity of the Mooi

.21
River.

A thorough study was conductedgardingthe possiblepresence of Harmse ihis area.
Theonly person whomight possiblybe eligiblefor the tradition is BartholomeusHarmse.
Anna Christina Harmse (née Fourie), in a letter written prior to 1869 to the magistrate in
Potchefstroom, refers to herself as the widow of Bartholomeus, born in the district of
GraaffReinet.Shemarriedhimin 1802and, at the time of the writing of aforesaidletter,

lived on Muiskraal situated in theward Mooi River.22

7 JHBreytenbach(ed.), SuidAfrikaanseArgiefstukke Natal nr. 1: Notule van die NatalseVolksraad 8 October
1841, 18381845, pp. 115116.
18 BJVNaudé(ed.), GedenkuitgaweOntvangsvan poskoetste Oberholzer,9-11 Febuarie1952,p.51. Also,

O2YLI NBE /INISG2yPAttSkC20K@BAEES 1 SNIfRE podmnodmdpros LIO ¢ YR HPDPYy dDMPpyH S

(KS 3aG@EéZ hLIGAYE ondHUET LI matod

19 Registraiof Deedy TAB)ref. 2433:Plaasrequestenregistet8381851.

20 pJvander Merwe, Dienoordwaartsebewegingvandie Boerevoor die Groot Trek,1770-1842,pp. 180,205, 208
and 282.

2 pJvander Merwe, DieMatabelesen die Voortrekkersp. 128.Also,seeRMarx, @ 2 | {igidi® dlidstedorp
AY RAS cQudtrgeso@ianudrykl986, pp. Z8.

22 potchefstroom magistrate (TAB), ref. 8: AC Harmse/Magistrate, {1888). Although the undated letter
appearsn the 1897-1881file ofthe Y I 3 A & anddivéisf@éiter could possiblyhavebeenwritten earlier.

. dzf
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In 1842, B Harmse and AC Harmse were mentioned in the town register of the Potchefstroom
congregation where they were present as witnesses of the christening of a Harmségchild.

Atthat stage, BHarmse wasn elderlyman of approximately83.24 He may

have been the Harmse who was trampled to death near the patch of thorn bushes on the
farm Buffelsdoorn (but possibly already lived on Muiskraal). No death notice of Harmse could
be traced. The alleged episodewith the buffalo must then have occurredin the period
between 1842 and 1856.

wSljdzS§ada F2NJ FIN¥Ya Ay GKS DFEGANIYR KI @GS 06SSy F2dzyR Ay {(KS alL
request register). On 3 June 1839, N Grobler applied for De Rietfontein and on 15 June LA

Erasmus applied for Elandsfontein, as well as Krosalkop on 8 July. WAdis \Réssnext by

applying for Buffelspoortje on 8 July, HL Janse van Vuuren for Rhenosterfontein on I8 July,

Pretorius for De Oertelskraal on 22 July, GT van Vuuren for Strypoort on 8 August, W Meintjies

for Uys zijn Deelkraal on 12 October, CLH Kruyddé Dorenkom on Rlovember RPdu Toit

for Rhenostervleon 3 Decembeland GJBRobbersteor De Kaalplaats

25
on 9 December.

With the exception ofthe farmsUyszijn Deelkraaf 2 O (i SIRZuidZijdevginde 3 I (icé

GKS &42dziKSNYy &ARS 2F (GKS K2fS0xX wKSy2aiGSN©Bt SA a22aiddil A2RS az22,
(to the eastern side of Mooi River along the Deelkraalspruit), De Rietfontein and De

hSNIIStaiNI Itz 026K f20FG8SR &b | yicrBeRofDedNHzA i @Gy RSES YNIFEE& 6l
YNI 0oz GKS NBad 2F GKS FIENXYa YSyidiaz2ySR SINIASNIIFNB &FAR G2 o
(alongthe edgeof the Hole).26WhereexactIyd ! &ija5 S St 1 NMokatedor what &

exactly was meant by the name of the farm could not be determined with certainty. The farm

Deelkraal is known as the place where the livestock that had been retrieved were divided

among the trekkers after the second punitive expedition against MzilikazigiNber1837).

Piet Uys accompanied Potgieter on this expedition redivestock that they retrieved were

divided at Deelkraal after Maritz had joined the aforesaid two leadersvalsshe casewith

the first expedition,there were onceagainructionsbetweenPotgieter

AC Fourie was born in 1784 and she died in 1869 at the age of 85. She made a mistake in the letter by giving her
ageas87. SeeMasterof the SupremeCourt(TAB)Boedelvan ACHarmsenr. 19631, Jund869.Also,see CGS

de Villiers and C Pama, Geslagsregisters van die ou Kaapse famid$, p (284.

23 PotchefstroomCongregation(NH ChurchArchivesg ChurchArchives Pretoria),ref. G1nr. 3/3/1: Baptismal
Register, 27.3.18424.12.1849.

24 Accordingto De Villiers and Pama,B Harmsewas christenedin 1759. See CGSde Villiers and C Pama,
Geslagregisters van die ou Kaapse familiesM)Ap. 284.

25 Registraiof Deedg TAB)ref. 2433 Plaasrequestenregistet8381851.CompareMap 3 (p. 11)for occupation

of farms in the Gatsrand, 1831B857.

26 Registranf DeedqTAB)ref. 2433:Plaasrequestenregistet8381851.



and Maritz because of the way in which the distribution of livestock occurred. Potgieter wanted
to first rewardthe membersof hiscommandobefore anyother burgerswould be considered,
while Maritz insisted on an equal distribution of the animals. Uys had to side

with one of the othersin order to determine whose proposalvasto be accepted?7 1 eaQa
RSOA&AZ2Y AY Tl @2dzNJ 2F t203ASGSNI 61 & LINRPolofeée gKIFEG 3IFGS NmRaS i
588t 1 Rrrteo

Thereferenceto & RAidzijdevan ded | &t the farm Uyszijn Deelkraabndtheuse2 ¥ & | | y

DG TA2Y NIYRE YRS AY &42YS AyaidlyodoSa ally RS wikyR gy RS DI
hole in the area served as a landmark. The indication of location of the farm Weltevreden,

which wasregisteredin 1849,wasd | 1Ggtl A 2 y (of theysidetofthe Hole).Accordingo

thesereferencesthe hugeprehistoricsinkholeon the terrain of the currentDoornfontein mine

. 2
was the point of reference used by the trekkergs.

¢KS dzaS 2F a5S8SSEINIFfaLINHzAGE YR aFly RS &aLINMzA G Sly 5S8tS 1N
probably obtained from the commandothat formed part of the secondpunitive expedition

against Mzilikazi. The horses of the commando and the retrieved livestock probably got drinking

water at a constant spruit/creek on the terrain where the livestock was dividederred to as

5SSt {NIIFf O0aRSSfé¢ Aa (G2 RADGARS 2N akKlk NBO®

Entriesin the registerdo not alwaysindicatethe exactlocation of farms.In manyinstances

GKSNB Aa YSNBte NBTSNBYyOS (G2 dally RS a22ANRGASNE oFf2y3a GKS a:
to trace all of the farms allocated in the area. There is, however, certainty regarding 42 farms

allocated between 1840 and 1849. In 1840, altogette® new farms

were recordedfour in1844,onlyonein 1846, sixn 1847 fivein 1848 and 16n 1849.30The

occupation of farms in this decade is listed in Table 1 below:

27 CPotgieterand NH TheunissenCommandamnGeneralHendrikPotgieter,pp. 94, 96-97 and HB Thom, Die

lewe van Gert Martiz, pp. 173, 174 and 17758.

28 If Uyszijn Deelkraausedto be a sectionof the currentfarm Deelkraalthen Johanneslooste who obtained

GKS aOSNBIttSy LIXFFGa ORAfFLARFGSR FTIFENYE 058St1NFFtO FNBY t [2dzé 2Y HcC b
2F GKA& FIENYO® b2 LI NIAOdzZ I NE NBIFNRAYy3I GKS |Sedtd AOFGA2Y 2F t [2dzs O2dxZ R 0S5
the Registrar of Deeds (TAB), ref. 2433: Plaasrequestenregister18838

2 JFWolmarans,Ontwateringvan die dolomietgebiedaan die Verre WesRand:Gebeurein perspektief(DPhit

thesis, 1984), pp. 62, 95.

30 Registranof DeedqTAB)ref. 2433:Plaasrequestenregistet 8381851.



TABLH Occupation ofarmsin Gatsrand1840-1849

FARM OWNER DATEOFREQUEST
DeGat zyrfontein ITFourie 21.1.1840
DeBuffelsvaley BJde Klerk 15.2.1840
Wonderfontein JNHGrobler 11.3.1840
DeKraanvogel FJdu Plessis 3.5.1840
Weltevreden MF Jacobs 15.8.1840
Jagersfontein Gdu Toit 21.8.1840
Zeiverfontein JSdu Toit 21.8.1840
Rietfontein D Pieterse 13.10.1840
Bultfontein APGrobler 16.11.1840
Paardefontein JINortjé 18.11.1840
Rietfontein GJlvanVuuren 12.3.1844
Rietfontein PWHdu Plessis 13.3.1844
Wagenboomfontein CJHCombreng 18.3.1844
Uitkomst JHGrobler 16.7.1844
Boshoek SGrobler 15.10.1846
Doorndrift PW.Botha 12.2.1847
OndersteWagendrift JHSnijman 9.3.1847
(Wonderfontein)

Nooitgedacht FPieterse 5.4.1847
Rietfontein JJand W.Prinsloo 23.8.1847
Klipgat WPGrobler 22.11.1847
(Leeuwpoort) CMErasmus 11.12.1847
Stoompoorfontein DGSteyn 27.2.1848
Kleinfontein JMASteyn 16.3.1848
Wolpoort JGStein 30.3.1848
Doornkloof HCMarx 17.4.1848
Rietfontein JBPrinsloo 17.4.1848
Poortjie JRJansevanVuuren 12.1.1849
Modderfontein SJJansevanVuuren 12.1.1849
Doornpoort WN Viljoen 9.2.1849
Rietfontein JWViljoen 9.2.1849
Rietfontein JCBroodryk 21.2.1849
Vogelstruisfontein ESdu Plessis 21.2.1849
Rietfontein SPrinsloo 26.4.1849
Rooikoppiesfontein P Marx 30.4.1849

continued




TABLE {continued)

FARM OWNER DATEOFREQUEST
8 Blyvoorrust HJFourie 16.5.1849
Katbosfontein JAGeldenhuis 18.6.1849
GrootRietfontein D JansevanVuuren 3.7.1849
Hartebeesfontein JHerman 10.7.1849
Doornpoort JAVenter 10.7.1849
Welverdiend FGAWolmarans 16.9.1849
Gelukfontein CMarnewick 26.11.1849
Rooipoort ClvanTonder 8.12.1849

Some of the farms listed above are not indicated on Map number 3 (compiled in X906,
acompletemapdatingbackto before 1870couldnot befound. FWS LISxpEL899 is the

first one that gives the location of farms. However, the 1906 map was used since the borders
of the ward Gatsrand were demarcated more clearly.

In the subsequeneightyearsup to and includinghe procurement of econstitutionby the

ZuidAfrikaansche Republiek (ZAR) in 1857, sixteen more farms were allocated to farmers.

Ownershipof someof the farmsoccurredby means ofransfer of governmenproperty to

. 31
applicants.

TABLR Occupation ofarmsin Gatsrand 18501857

FARM OWNER DATEOFTRANSPORT
Wildebeestenkuil GASchoonbeek 26.3.1850
Onderstedrif (Wonderfontein) I Niemandt 2.5.1850

Veefontein DROpperman 25.5.1850
Jachtfontein JFMartins 24.3.1851
Driefontein(591) H Boshoff 3.11.1851

Uitspanning RegeringGovernement) 6.11.1851
Driefontein(388) BCGreyling 26.1.1854

8§ On3.6.1853H Fourietransferredthe farm Blyvooruitzichto PHde Beer,which createsthe impressiornthat

the nameof the farm Blyvoorrustsevaschangedo Blyvooruitzichtbetween1849and 1853.Seethe Registrar
of Deeds (TAB), ref. 2689: Index of the transport book, 1E&R.
3! Registrarof Deeds(TAB)ref. Also,seeDeedsof Transfer/ConveyancéDeedsOffice, Pretoria Apart from the

GKNBS FI Nya
registers of the Deeds Office.
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After. NJ Ganrexét@a of Natah 1843,an increasingiumberof trekkerssoughta future

in the country to the north of the Vaal River where they could pursue their dream of
independence. After the establishment of the ZAR in 1857, this ideal was realised and it
contributed to the further occupation of this area. Between 1858 and 1830ns were
allocated to 23 owners in the Gatsrand:

TABLB Occupation ofarmsin Gatsrand;L858‘187032

FARM OWNER DATEOFTRANSPORT
Kraalkop JDGouws 13.10.1858
Taaiboschspruit HMJdu Plessis 18.11.1858
Tweefontein RGRPretorius 13.12.1858
Elandsfonteir(493) RP@reyer 24.12.1858
Elandsfonteir(494) NFAlberts 29.12.1858
Kalbasfontein JAGeldenhuis 3.1.1859
Vlakfontein(364) CXBeukes 1.4.1859
Leeuwspruit DROpperman 27.5.1859
Klipkop Clys 9.3.1860
Blaauwbank JHBodes 29.6.1860
Varkfontein JHBoshoff 16.8.1860
Doornfontein(470) PJLaubscher 3.10.1860
Rietspruit AHBotha 25.1.1860
Cardoville CDreyer 23.8.1861
Driefontein(614) NM Prinsloo 28.7.1864
Wildebeestfontein WJViljoen 15.11.1864
Stinkhoutboom I Niemand 7.11.1867
OogvanElandsfontein GEngelbrecht 29.12.1868
Raatskraal RP®@reyer 29.12.1868
Kaalfontein SJanse vaiRensburg 20.1.1869
Houtkop HCandJC varder Merwe 24.8.1869
Katboslaagte JPCronje 12.3.1870
Springbokkraal JWSalan 30.11.1870

32 Deedsof Transfer{DeedOffice,Pretoria),ref. 1Q.

11




In 1871, the farms Twyfelvlakte and Klipdrift were taken into possession. In 1948, the town
Carletonville would be proclaimed on the farm Twyfelvlakte. PG de Beer, who took possession
of this farm on 30 June, was as far is known the first owner. On 3Kliggrift became the
property of PM Voesee. It was on this farm that the first settlement in the Gatsrand ward,
known as Klipdrift, was established after Union (1910). In the next three ya@e$arm was
occupiedannually,namelyVlakplaatson 22 April 1872by ABMerensky, Welgevonden on 16

May 1873 by RC Green and Droogeheuwel on 10 January 1874 by JA Smith. Witkoppiesfontein,
which was transferred to PL Bezuidenhout on 14 January 1876, was the last farm transferred
in Gatsrand before Theophilus Stepstone depritreelZAR of

its independenceon 12 April 1877.33

No farms were added ithe Gatsrand areduringthe subsequent years up to and including

the regaining of independence in 1881. The last five farms in the area got owners in 1897 and
1898. Goudvlakte East and West were surveyed as public lands in October 1897. On 5 April
1898, the farm De Silva also lamee government property. On 11 January 1898, Driemoeg
became the property of the Dutch Reformed Church congregation of Rustenburgnahd
Februaryl898,Drieziekbecamethe property of the Dutch Reformed cagregation

of HeidelbergS.4

During the period 1839898, the white inhabitants of Gatsrand were falbound, practising
agricultureasthe singlemajoroccupation Asdistinctfrom other wardsin the Potchefstroom
district, inter aliaLower Schoonspruit and Upper Schoonspruit where
KlerksdormndVentersdorprespectivelycameinto existence?,’sthe establishmenbf a town
in the Gatsrand area was out of the question.

33 Deeds of Transfer (Deeds Office, Pretoria), ref. IQ. Also, see Potchefstroom City Council (TAB), ref. 351:
Townlandsgstablishmenbf townships.9.9.1948 SeeMap no. 4 (p. 14) for occupationof farmsin Gatsrand,
18581898.

34 Deedsof Transfer(DeedsOffice,Pretoria),ref. 1Q. Thefarms Driemoegand Drieziekwere probablyacquired

as investments, or as a camping sites, for the youth. Driemoeg got a new owner in 1903 and Drieziek got its new
owner in 1917.

35 G.N.vandenBergh,& IKErksdorpdie2 dzR & Céhixee18,July1985,p.9.
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After the South African War//AngiBoer War (18994.902), the community was still geared
for an agrarianexistence Thefirst attempt at town establishmentvason the farm Klipdrift,
where a settlement was established in 1911 for the purpose of providing a refuge for
impoverished whites. The settlement was initially started with 50 persons. As part of the
assistance for this settlement, a dam was constructed at a nearbyt/speek. The dam

wascompletedin 1917.36

Fochville was the first town to be established in the Gatsrand region. This town, which was
proclaimed on 15 November 1920, owed its origin to the initiative of the businessmen Joseph
Wulfsohn and Abraham Horvitch who realised that there was a need fdratbnsituated

town with regard to the surrounding towns Potchefstroom, Parys, Vereenigingand
Randfontein. In order to provide prospective residents with water, the town had to be
situated alongside a creek/spruit so that a reservoir could be built. Emnof the
environment and especially those of Weltevreden, Elandsfontein nur@8@r Leeuwpoort

and Kraalkop were convened in order to discuss this issue. After a series of meetings, the

. . . 37
town waslaid outon sectionsof LeeuwspruitandKraalkop.

Thereisuncertaintywith regardto the town beingnamed afterGeneral F~och the

commanderin chief ofthe Allied Forcesn Franceduringthe First WorIdWar(19141918).38

Li A& LkraaArotsS G(GKFG GKS 3SyitSYSy 2dz FazkKy
major contributionto the successf the Allied ForcesagainstGermanyby namingthis town,

in the heart of Gatsrand, after the Frenchman.

The name Fochville did not escape criticism. AJ van der Walt, who lived at Deelkraal, wrote that
the ill-considered,a ¥ f A Ldadheyvéségiven by incompetent persons.He regarded the

FYR | 2NBAGOK gl yi

GYlFaaA@S YAIKGeé [2a0SNH +a G(KS ?yté ddzAGlFotS yIYS F2NI I (26y

Eight years after the proclamation of Fochville (1928), it was decided upon the initiative of
the NederlandZuid-Afrikaansche/erenigingZAStigtingMoederland)*to purchasepart of
Wonderfontein and to encourage Dutch farmers to emigrate thither.

36 potchefstroonHeraldand WesternGazette 24.7.1931p. 3and2.5.1947p. 93.

37 Anon., Fochville50, 1920-1970: Gedenkuitgawep. 17. Also, compare Ministerie van Vervoer (Ministry of
Transport) (SAB), ref. 409 no. 16/44: Potchefstrdarsberg line petition, 15.3.1922.

38 DJPotgieteret al. (ed.),StandardEncyclopaediaf SouthAfricalV,p. 601.

3 Advander Walt, Vastrappers (o¥/olkstiepe)p. 2. Asindicatedin the introduction, the history of Fochvilleis
not discussed in depth in this study.
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*(Dutch South African Society (ZA Foundation Motherland). Unemployment and
overpopulation in the Netherlands caused farmers to accept this gﬂer.

A farmer of Groningen, F Veldman, was one of the first emigrants to come and settle at
Wonderfontein.ToVeldmanwho wasusedto the intensiveagricultureand overpopulation

in the Netherlands, the sprawling plains of Wonderfontein were most unusual. A small group
of immigrants from Groningen who arrived at Wonderfontein in 1928, appointed a
commission (Commissi@or [for] Wonderfontein)for the purposeof creatinga settlement

- - . M
consistingof Dutchfamiliesat Wonderfonteinand topromote emigration.

Althoughthere were only 60 persons(excludingvomenand children)at Wonderfonteinin

1930,the farmof 3 500morgen (3 010 hectarespuld accommodate population of 250.

Everysettlerhadto buyhisown plot of approximately25 morgen(21,5hectares)Housing

andoutbuildingswerebuilt in accordancevith the needsof individualfamiliesflzln 1937, the

commencement of goldmine activities at Blyvooruitzicht created the ideal

circumstancegor atown to be laid out.43JE Hommegrom Groningensurrenderedpart of

KAa fFLyR G 22yRSNF2yGSAY FT2N) G2y LI LFYyyAyaed LG Aa
with his parents the excessive cost of the town planning at Wonderfontein caused him to

have sleeples:;ights.44 Accordingto him, i KS & dzhd8tScimaatd £250,the town-

LX FyyAy3a O2dzy OAt MonzZ (GKS 3I2@8SNYYSyiQa Ay@SadAaaridirazy monHX (GKS
£32,the layout planningof the map£32and theformation of a (:ompanyE35.45
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Nederlandsché.andbounederzettingp Wonderfonteind ¢ NJ- v aZdid-Alfrika(Octaber1934,p. 6. By 1870,

the Europeameo-imperialisticurgencyfor expansiorinfluencedand movedthe Dutchto alsocommencewith

economic and cultural possibilities for expansion in South Africa. In 1883, a number of Dutch friends of the Boers

established a company in the ZAR for the purpose of acquiring land and establishing Boer cdlbeisss.

FGdsSyLiia +a Sadlrotraakayd aSadtSySyia sSNB -Qzhyws¥dzSR GAtt GKS mpunasd {SS /
Contree 17, January 1985, p. 29.

41 Carletonville (PU vir CHE), ref. 2: Col. Dr J Ploeger/ES van Eeden, 12.9.1986. Also,Rainoisdstroom

Heraldand WesternGazette,17.10.1930p. 10 and Bewaardewvan VyandseiendonfSAB)ref. 104 no. H3/12:

Commissie voor Wonderfontein, January 1940.

42 potchefstroonHeraldand WesternGazette,17.10.1930p. 10.

4 Miningdevelopmentin the Gatsrandsdiscussedn detailin Chapter2.

4 Hommes(TAB)ref. WHA90: JEHommes/Parents2.8.1938.

4 Hommes(TAB)ref. WHA90: JEHommes/Parents]4.6.1938.
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On22February1939,the town Oberholzemwasproclaimedat Wonderfonteinin accordance

with the terms of the Townshipsand TownPlanningOrdinanceNo 11 of 1931.46 Atotal of
600ervenwere laid out, of which50 were reservedasbusinespremisesThegovernment

reservedd0 of the plots/ervenfor publicbuildingsf1r7 Plotswere soldfor £100 ofwhich£25

. . . 48
wasto be paidasadeposit.Instalmentswvere payable at%interest.

Goldmine activitieshat were inprogressat Venterspostand Lebanon (outsidhe north-
easternboundariesof the Gatsrand)prior to 1936,gaveriseto the establishmeniof town
planningon the farm Bank.Threetownswere laid outhere. WestWitswasproclaimed as
town in 1937and was callethus owingto the gold thatwas found irthe environsby the
companyWest Witwatersrand Areas.

SOMBEOFTHEFIRSHOUSES AJARLETONVILEXTENSIONUMBERONE

PhotographWestDriefonteinMine (Carletonville)

46 Municipality(Carletonville)Title conditions,19371960.
47 Hommes(TAB)ref. WHA90: JEHommes/Parents10.5.1936.
48 Hommes(TAB)ref. WHA90: JEHommes/Parents3.3.1938.
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Limited49 On 5February1940,permission wagrantedfor the proclamation of a&own on a

AS0GA2Yy 2F 2{ {6FyS8L12St FyR /CW {6P¥SLI2St Qa ¢KS 26y 614 yIYS
1947, Blybank (prior to this date it was known as Bankville) was proclaimed as the third

town.51 Thedevelopmentof thesetowns failed to meet expectationshecausemineworkers

. 52
needed accommodation closer to Venterspost, Lebanon and Blyvoorw?zmht.

The escalation of goldmine activities at Blyvooruitzicht and, subsequently, at West
Driefontein and Doornfontein, presumably/probably made JJ Tromp decide to lay out a town
at Welverdiend. In 1937, a start was made with the town planning and Welverdiesd wa
proclaimedon 11 Septemberl942.AttorneysMoore, Williams,Gaisfordand Du Toit of

Potchefstroomwere responsibleor the saleof erven/standsat Welverdiend? 3

Water scarcitycausedother towns inthe areato expandfasterthan this town. By 1945,

Welverdiendstill did not havewater and electricity.5 4 When electrification of theailroads
was envisaged, planning started in 1948 for the erection of 400 houses to accommodate

railway staff membersat Welverdiené:J ° ¢ astepthat meantprogresdor this town.

GUYCARLETOMONES

Photo:GoldFieldsof South Africalimited(Johannesburg)

4% Municipality (Carletonville) Title conditions,19371960. Also,compareJustice(SAB)ref. 614 no. 2817/35:
West Wits reservation of land, 7.12.1935.

50 Townclerk(Potchefstroom)ref. 351: Townlandsestablishmenof townships,5.2.1940.

51 Municipality(Carletonville)Titleconditions,1937-1960.Also,seeNativeAffairs(SAB)ref. 4524no. 603/313:
Blybank (Bankville), 6.1.44 and 11.12.1947.

52 CarletonvillgPUfor CHE)ref. 3: InterviewDr JFWolmarans 15.4.1987.

53 Municipality(Carletonville)Title conditions,1937-1960.Also,compareMunicipality(Carletonville)ref. T1/30
no. TA 540/7638: Townships Board/Administrator, 4.9.1937 and Native Affairs (SAB), ref. 2920 no. 365/303:
Venereal diseases clinic, Welverdiend, 23.7.1941.

54 Anon.,PrimarySchooDeBeer:Commemorativé/olume,1880-1980,100" yearof existencep. 7.

55 PotchefstroonHeraldand WesternGazette 16.6.1948p. 5.
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As a lack of accommodation was experienced in the environs close to Blyvooruitzicht and
West Driefontein Mine, the possibility of a town on the nearby farm Twyfelvlakte was
investigated. In November 1946, the company West Witwatersrand Areas Limited dapplie
with the administratorof Transvaalo proclaimTwyfelvlaktefor this purposeandenvisaged

that the town would initially consist of 600 erven/stands/plc?tes.The application was
approvedin writing on 20 Januaryl 948.SurveyoiSPerkinsvasresponsibleor the planning

of the town.57 Thetown Carletonvillethat was established therewas named after mining
engineer Guy Carleton Jones. In 1932, he wasponsible for the discovery of the rich

goldreefin the areathat wasknownasthe West—Wits—Line.58
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% PotchefstroonHeraldand WesternGazette 22.11.1946.

57 Townclerk(Potchefstroom), ref351: Townlandsgstablishmenbf townships 9.9.1948 StudyMapno.5 (p. 20)
for proclamation of towns and mining development in the Gatsrand up to and including 1948.

% RMacnab,Goldtheir touchstone:Goldfieldsof SouthAfrica, 18871987 a centurystory, pp. 121and 124.

Also, compareDie Transvaler15.1.1954, pp. 41. Guy Carleton Jones died on 3 December 1948. See
Carletonville/Fochville Herald, 17.10.1980, p. 2 (Commemoration Volume).
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CHAPTERWO

ECONOMIODEVELOPMENT

The initial lifestyle from the time that the Trekkers settled to the north of the Vaal River,
namelythe pursuitof agriculturalactivities,enabledthemto survive At the time aneconomic
system was out of the question, yet the agricultural system was replaced by a market
oriented system from the fifties. Potchefstroom and, subsequently, Johannesburg,
Krugersdorp and Randfontein were the trade centres for agricultural produce. The
establishment of gold mines in the Gatsrand in 1937 gradually gave rihe fwrogress and

prosperity of especially the towns of Carletonville (from 1948), Oberholze\&iderdiend.

2.1 Agricultureandstockbreeding
Prior to the establishment of gold mines in the northern parts of Gatsrand, the agricultural

potentialwas determinedythe availabilityof water! andthese(the northern parts)andthe
eastern parts were regarded as the best agricultural land in the area. The soil/land towards

the west was regarded as being poorer than that in the south around Lo3berg.

Initially, the TrekkerBoerspractisedagriculturefor the sole purposeof providing intheir own
daily needs. Livestock was the basis of their economic activities and the criterion for wealth was

land ownership and the number of livestock they owrfed.

However farmerswho were not in afinancialpositionto buyafarm coulddo soby meansof
a governmenisponsored loan systerhThere were farmers even in Gatsrand who availed

themselves of this system in order to procure farhis.terms of Section 56 of the 1855

1 J.FWolmaransOntwateringvandie dolomietgebiechandie VerreWesRand:Gebeuren perspektiefp.13.

2 PUvir CHO.INSTITUUYIRPEDOLOGIENEVORSIN®)delingvandie Wonderfontein=valleiin agt substreke

vir die bepaling van die landboupotensigap,8-9.

3 P.Naudé Boerderyin die Zuid-AfrikaanscheRepubliek1858 1899(D. Litt.-proefskrif,1954),p.18.

4 H.B.Thom,Diegeskiedeniganskaapboerderjn SuidAfrika,p.12.

5 PotchefstroomLanddrog TAB)verw. 312: Sivielekommissariseregistervanplaasbelastingwyk Gatsrand.
18841890. Persone soos S. Cronje van Klipdrift en L.J. van der Berg van Hartebeestfontein het hulle plase
volgens die leningsstelsel bekom.

Constitution, farms of approximately 3 000 morgen (2 586 hectares) cost 15 6806llers

OMo nnnod ¢KS I2@SNYYSyiQa 2NRSNI G2 AyallSOiz2NBR NBaLlRyaiofS T2
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was to divide fountains among the farfigVhere this was impossible, the owners entered
into mutual contracts.ThusFGAWolmaransof Welverdiend,in compliancewith a contract,
paid £200 to JJ Oberholzer of Wonderboom on 28 October 1876 for the use of water from

the lower fountainhead.

Transgressors, however, interfered with the consumption of water of the inhabitants of
Welverdiend by digging holes along the Wonderfonteinspruit so that the water could seep
awayinto the ground.Whothe transgressorsvere andfor what reasorthe holes weredug,

is not clear. From the complaint lodged by the people of Welverdiend with the Justice
Department, it would seem that it may have been those at Wonderfontein who no longer
considered the contract of 1876 as being valid still. In 1893, the Volksraadened by

accepting a resolution that would grant the folks of Welverdiend and the farms to the south
thereof to make use of the water from Wonderfontein. Government was also authorised to

deal with disputes between the owners of farms unti¢tboncession was ratified.

The government also decided to construct reservoirs in the vicinity of Wonderfontein that
could supplywater to the Witwatersrandmines? This decision caused dissatisfaction among
the inhabitants of the northern parts of Gatsrand. After a petititsigned by the inhabitants

of theareahadbeensubmitted,the decisionwasrecalledsincevirtually all theinhabitantsof

the area were dependent on the natural water soufée.

6 StaatsekretarigT AB)verw.R930/55Nieuwewetten voor de maatskappyder Hollandscheéfrikanen benoorden
de Vaalrivier, 1855.

7 DepartementJustisie(TAB) verw. LD1268nr. AG223/07:Akte van ooreenkomsnr. 1294,28.10.1876 Soos
reeds in die inleiding vermeld, is die Wonderfonteinoog 'n sytak van die Mooirivier.

8 DepartementJustisig TAB)verw.LD1268r. AG223/07 Roothen Wessels/Ministevanlande,5.6.1907.

¢ J.RShorten,TheJohannesburgagapp.167168.

10 Departementlustisig TAB), verwl.D126&r. AG223/07Klagtessandieinwonersvan Wonderfontein2.7.1906.
11 J.R.ShorterTheJohannesburgagap.168.
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Initially, the fountains were not optimised effectively owing to a lack of sales possibilities for
agricultural products. It was only around 1850 that agriculture became more popular in the
trekker state 12 Inthis year, amarketwasopenedin PotchefstroomFarmersvere prompted

to produce more fresh produce such as fruit and vegetables and not to merely produce for
their own needs only. Some of these products, as well as wool and hides, were often traded
with itinerant traders in exchange for coffee, sugar and #cBy 1859, there were, for
example, alread® 000grapevinesand 250fruit treeson the agriculturalfarm Rietfonteinin

the Gatsrand*

As in other wards dahe district of Potchefstroom¢ropssuchas potatoeslucerne,tobacco,
wheat, oats, maize and sunflower were also grown in the Gatstafilere were attempts

to grow flax (tow). In 1868, at the time of an agricultural show at Potchefstroom, the first
prizefor the cultivationof flaxwasawardedto a widow ¢ JMPieterseof Blyvooruitzicht. She
SpSy LINBaasSR tAyaSSR 2Af FTNRBY (GKS &%5SRa G2 YS

Initially, the planting of tobacco was for personal use only. Emigrants from the Cape Colony

w
et

KSNJ 26y | YR

who tested the crop in the ZAR provided the farmers in the area with guidance and
encouragedhemto growtobaccofor the market?!” It isapparentfrom the prizes awardedo

the Pienaars of Elandsfontein number 289 at the tenth agricultural show in Potchefstroom
that there were farmers in the area who grew quality tobaétalthough goats and
especially sheep also thrived in the Gatsrand, sheep farming was neglected during these years
¢ that is, according to a correspondent of De ZAftikaan in 1856. Athat stage, however,

there was little that farmers could do with wool. The poor price for wool and the long
distances to a market where wool could be sold were just two of the reasons for the lack of

interest in sheep farming®

12 AN. PelzeDie geskiedenigan die Suighfrikaanse Republiek\Wordingsjare, p.179. Vergelyk ook J.H.
Coetzeqred.), Voortgesettestreekopnamevanbeheerdegebiednr. 2, verslagnr. 2: GebiedPotchefstroom,

p.162.

13 J. SwanepoelLandbouontwikkeling in Suiéifrika, 16521954, met spesiale verwysing na staatsoptrede in die
verband (D.Phil proefskrif, 1958), p.122. Vergelykook A.N. Pelzer,Die geskiedenivan die SuidAfrikaanse
Republiek...p.178.

14 StaatsCourantder ZARpr. 61,28.1.1859p.1

15 P, Naudé,Boerderyin die zuid-AfrikaanscheRepubliek 18581899, p.41. Vergelykook Carletonville(PUvir
CHO), verw. 3: Bandopname C. en T. Schutte. 27.10.1986.

16 Anon.,"Terugblikoor katoenverbouingn die Zuid-Afrikaansch&epubliek” DiePotchefstroomer7.2.1885,
p.5.

17 P.Naudé Boerdenyin die Zuid-Afrikaanschdrepubliek18581899,p.54.

18 potchefstroonHeraldandWesternGazette 22.5.1908p.3.

1% A.N.PelzerDiegeskiedenisandie suid-AfrikaanseRepubliek.. pp. 181,185.Vergelykook J.Swanepoel,
Landbouontwikkelingn SuidAfrika, 16521954...,p.11
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By 1860, someof the traders inPotchefstroomhad created a channelfor wool exports2°
Initially, woolof especiallymerinosin the Gatsrandwas sentto tradersin Potchefstroom.
According to past inhabitants of the area, wool was already sent directly to the Durban

harbour for export as early as in 1885.

In the formative years,both cattle and sheepwere major articlesof barterand mucheasier

to market than crops, since they merely needed to be herded to the market. By 1860, farmers
in the district did not own large numbers of cattteas becomes apparent frorastate
auctions inthe GovernmentGazette?? As inthe rest of the ZARfarmers owneda number of
breeds, among which there were the Friesian, Afrikaner and Nguni obZesds? It would
appear that the First AngiBoer War (188€.881), as well as events preceding the war
brought the market in Potchefstroom to a virtual halt during these years. There was also a
shortage of fresh produstand it was only after farmers returned from service in the
commandos that production for marketing purposes could be resufiethis situation

probably applied to Gatsrand as well.

In spite of problems associated with beasts of prey, stock theft, locusts, weeds and a shortage
of proper implements, farmers nevertheless experienced few problems with supplying in
their own needs?® In the 1870s, the government had to help with the eradication of the
weed Xanthium spinosum (burweed) that had spread from the Cape Colony to the ZAR and
had reached alarming proportions. This weed was harmful with retgatide productionof
wool-bearingsheepsincethe seedsvould attachthemselvego the wool, thus damaging the

machines used for processing the wébl.

20 p.Naudé Boerderyin die ZuidAfrikaanschéRepubliek18581899,p.29.
2 Carletonville(PUvir CHO)verw. 3: BandopnameK. du Preez,6.11.1986.Vergelykook OnderhoudC.en T.
Schutte, 27.10.1986.

22 S JEloff, W ¥valueringvan die grondgebruikspatroorvan die Vredefortkoepehoord van die Vaalrivier(MA-

verhandeling, 1984), p.9.

2 ] Stuart,DeHollandschéfrikanenenhunneRepublielin ZuidAfrika,p.224. Vergelylook S.JEloff, Wy 9 @ f dzS NA y 3
van die grondgebruikspatroon in die Vredefortkoepel noord van die Vaalpvier,

24 H.M.vanColler,Dieburgerlikelewein Potchefstroonten tye vandie EersteVryheidsoorlog{MA- verhandeling,

1983), p.121.

% 3 JEloff, W $valueringzandie grondgebruikspatroorandier NS RS ¥ 2 Ni9] 2 S1LISt X =

26 p_Naudé Boerdenyin die Zuidt-Afrikaanschdrepubliek18581899,p.37.

23| Page



In 1892, JCH Pistorius of Losberg informed the magistrate of Potchefstroom that the burweed
had proliferated in the Gatsrandg especiallyon the farm Elandsfonteinnumber 36027
Althoughtheywere selfsupporting,someof the farmersapparentlyfailedto createcapitalto
expand or promote their farming activities. In April 1890, J Martins, J Geldenhuys and 62 other
farmersrequestedgovernment bymeansof amemorandum drawrup at Buffelsdoorn, to
provide farmers with credit. At that stage, the government had not yet seen the need for that
and the suggestion was also unusual since this form of enterprise at the timeuitas
Weeds were also troublesome for the cultivation of agricultural crops as maize. Droughts and
locust plagues regularly harassed the maize farmeradtition to the above, long distances
often had to be covered to have the maize and corn ground. There were not many mills, and
originally Potchefstroom had been the closest facility for this purpose for those in the

Gatsrand?®

socalled redemption fund to assist farmers in infested areas in the light of serious natural
disasters, plagues and stock disea%ies.

Of the stock diseases that hit the Transvaal the major ones \ivgeg alia pulmonary, scabby

and horsedisease, asvell as rinderpest (cattle plaguefhe outbreak of rinderpest (cattle
plague)in the Gatsrandn 1897,asin fact alsoin the major part of SouthAfrica,was probably

the most severe setback.From the regular reports that the field cornet of Gatsrand had to
provide to the magistrate in Potchefstroom during the epidemic, it is quite apparent that
there were large numbers of cattle in the area at the time. In spite of the inoculation of 5 656

head of cattle, 1 516 of them died from the dise&3e.

27 potchefstroonmLanddrog TAB)yerw.19:J.C.HPistorius/Landros].3.1892.

28 p.Naudé Boerderyin die ZuidAfrikaanschdrepubliek18581899,pp.4-45.

2% ], Coster, Localewetten en Volksraadbesluiterder ZuidAfrikaanscheRepubliek,1890 1893, 2.6.1890.
Vergelyk ook P. NaudBperdery in die zuiéfrikaansche Republiek, 184899,p.82.

30 p.Naudé Boerderyin die zuid-Afrikaansch&Republiek18581899,p. 271.

31 Potchefstroom_anddrog TAB)yverw.24:J.Fvander Merwe/Landdros;19.7.1897.
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The large losses of cattle implied that the number of draught animals had dwindled and this
O2yasSljdsSyidte O2YLIX AOFGSR GKS FFINXYSNERQ a26Ay3d FOGAGAGASAOD
emergencysituationreachedsuchproportionsthat the Volksraaddecidedto cometo the aid

of the affected districts by sending veterinary surgeons there at government exgénse.

Thegovernmentalsointroducedstringentmeasuresn orderto preventthe rinderpest(cattle
plague) from spreading. This entailed, inter alia, that all infected cattle had to be put down
and buried immediatelyvithout any compensatior® In 1896, PJW Schutginior) informed

the Executive Council that the rinderpest regulations aggravated the desperate conditions
among farmers in the are.Fodder and draught animals were purchased by the

government and distributed among the afflicted farmers. In the Potchefstroom distdé,

donkeysand83 muleswere distributed3®

Bythe end of the 19" century,there were few farms in the Republic where ticaltivated
soil exceeded 47,2 morgen (40,6 hectares). Subdivision of farms gave rise to overgrazing
(overstockingf® Someof the Gatsrandarmsactuallyaccommodatednore than one family,

with each using a section of the land in accordance with their néeds.

;)

% DAGBREEK NURSERY AT
- JACHTFONTEMI951
Photo:WJAWesselgFochville)

32 p.Naudé Boerderyin die ZuidAfrikaanschérepubliek18581899,p.290.

33 TransvaaColony Preliminaryreporton Rinderpesin the Transvaalp. 2.

34 Staatsekretari§TAB)verw.R1470/96 P.J.WSchutte/Staatsekretari§,.1.1896.

35 J.Swanepoell.andbouontwikkelingn SuidAfrika, 16521954...p.122 Vergelykook P.Naudé Boerderyin die
ZuidAfrikaansche Republiek, 185899,p.274.

36 A.J ChristopherSouthernAfrica: Studiesn historicalgeographypp. 81-82.
37 Carletonville(PUvir CHO),verw. 3: OnderhoudC. en T. Schutte, 27.10.1986.Vergelykook Potchefsroom
Landdros (TAB), verw. 133: Diverse inkomende stukke van Naturellesakel, 8559
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ANADVERTISEMENFDAGBREEK NURSERY, 1952
lllustration: BJVNaudé(ed.), Commemorative Issue:
Receipt of Mail Coach

G.. P.. BRITS en SEUNS
FOON 3, Pk. JACHTFONTEIN, TRANSVAAL
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The AngleBoer War (18994.902) brought agriculture to a halt and after peavaking most

of the farmers were left paupers. The British scorcleadth policy during the war left farms
with nothing on them. The British administration appointed commissionsptovide
impoverished farmers with, inter alia, seed and implements. Agricultural practices were now
similar tothoseof 18461850, since¢heywere onthe samelines,namelyself-preservations®

The seHpreservation was changed with the establishment of a cooperative on 4 May 1909.
This enabled farmers to market their products collectilyo boot, farmers were able to
avail themselves of the services of entomologists from Pretoria whenever they experienced
problemswith plaguesln 1911,for instance JPistoriusof Losbercghadto askfor the help of

an expert in order to gain control over red scale that had infected 300 orange trees on his

farm 20

In spite of the aid of the British administration to farmers, there were those unfortunate
farmers who were forced to sell their farms owing to the high cost of living and a lack of cash.
Thecircumstancesn which virtually everyfarmer found himself moreor less,was probably

one of the reasons why a young farmer, one GP Brits, decided to set abmgthingthe

rightway. In1912, hestartedto developa nurserywith fruit treesandflowers on his farnt!

Agreater demandor food on the Johannesburgiinesc owing toathrong of job-seekersat

the end of the warg created a market for grains, and especially for wheat. Farmers were
given the opportunity to improve their financial positions by producing more grains and
selling these to gold mines at good pridédMills at Elandsfontein number 289 and Bank

helped farmers a lot with the milling of their wheat priwrits being soldo the mines*?

38 PotchefstroonRepatriationCommissiorfTAB)yverw.8, nr. c11:Commissiompplicationgor assistancel902.
3% Anon.,Vyftigjaar vanKooperasién WesTransvaal19091959,p.29.
40 Hooflnsektekundig¢SAB)yerw.509nr. E1719Entomoloog/JPistorius5.9.1911.

41 Die Vaderlandmn ®ddpdmpp p=  LIbpd {2YYAIAS o6Sa12dz Ddtd . NAGa a Wy LIA2YyASN
vrugteboomkwekeryln 1947 het hy reedsjaarliks'n kwartmiljoenboompiesbekweek Kykook Die Vaderland,
29.3.1947, p.9.

42 CarletonvillgPUvir CHO)verw. 1: HerinneringeP.F.Jvander Ryst,23.9.1986.
43 CarletonvillgPUvir CHO)verw. 3: BandopnameK.du Preez6.11.1986Vergelykook verw. 3: Onderhoud
T.Nosarka2.5.1987enverw.1: HerinneringeS.A.M Erasmus18.2.1985.

Farmers irthe Gatsrandareaevensoldfresh fruitg especially peachesto the mine workers.

Peeled dried peaches were sold for a sixpence (six pennies) per pound (approximately 500 g)
27| Page

2L



and unpeeled ones for a tickey (three pennies) per pound to shopkeepers in Potchefstroom.

CKIG GKS FIENYSNBRQ &dz00Saa Ay GKS FASER 2F | ANROdz Gdz2NB G2 | €1
own experience and expertise is apparent from the correspondence of Howitzer of
Elandsfontein (number 289) withe Westelike Stem.1 S & @ a4 { Kl-plaatsyd@sld SSy T I | A

deze bezittende de sterkste bronne in de Gatsrand, is het maar steeds ijzeren klauw in de
grond, of slawernij op een kleine schaal, tog kan men niet leven of gegrond blijven, als je niet
zwoegt..0d 2y | ONRL)I FIF N¥Y: [ f fdtaireh@addirkise S&sraddsayea, y 3

it is still iron claws in the soil, or smaltale slavery, yet one cannot make a living or retain

amtN
A
w
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Q¢
(=N
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2 y Saindif oneis notpreparedto (i 2 AAffakrermusthavebrains,for he hasto be a doctor
able to care for (look after) livestock, plants and himself. He also needs to be a barometer
since his happiness or unhappiness largely depends on his knowledge of the weather

conditions; also a good auditor to take care of the income and eXplerii d#NB X ¢

w»

LG sla az22y NBIFfAASR GKIG FENYSNBQ aaz20AldAz2zya 6SNB
It would seemthat there alreadywasa ¥ | NJvaSsdddatbrat Wonderfonteinin 190646

A4Sy GAl

In 1924 De Westelike Stem referred to this association as thWonderfontein Saamwerk

Boerevereniging 2 2 Y RSNF 2y G SAyYy [/ 22LISNI GAGBS CIFENNVSNBRQ ! 4a20AF0GA2Yy0 GAGE
chairpersontt” Other farmersassociationgstablishedonly subsequentlyin the 1920s,were

Welverdiend, Elandsfontein number 44| eeuwpoort!® Klipdrift, Losberg? Fochville and

Hermia®!

44 Carletonvillg(PUvir CHO)yerw. 1: HerinneringeS.A.M Erasmusp.5. Vergelykook verw. 3: OnderhoudC.
en T. Schutte, 27.10.1986.
4 DeWestelikeStem,10.2.1916p.5. Of HowitzerW gkuilnaamwas,is onseker.

46 Hoof InsektekundiggSAB)verw. 63 nr. EE3965WonderfonteinFarmersAssociation;14.6.1906 Wanneer
die Boerevereniging gestig is, is onbekend.

47 DeWestelikeStem,5.3.1924p.5.

8 DeWestelikeStem,1.7.1920p.3en 19.7.1922p.2.

4 DeWestelikeStem,2.2.1923p.2.

50 DeWestelikeStem,28.7.1924p.3. Vergelykook PotchefstroonHeraldand WesternGazette 24.7.1931,
p.5.DieKlipdriftBoereverenigindpet later bekendgestaarasdie LoopspruitBoerevereniging.

51 Anon.,VyftigjaarvanKooperasién WesTransvaal1909-1959,p.126.

The Dutch settlers that settled at Wonderfontein from 1928 had their own Cooperative
CFNYSNEQ ! 3a20A1LGA2yd ¢KS aSiiteedieans)BliBaR dzOS R LINR RdzOG & & dzOK |

Q¢

cane, beetroot and pumpkins mainly for own use, while only potatoes were aigdtlv
(grown)for the marketin Johannesburglheirmain objectivewasto establisha dairyandto
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produce cheese as well as butter. For this purpose, a humber of stud Friesian cows were
imported from the Netherlands in order to supplement and improve their local herd. Crops
such as lucerne, rye, barley, mangeirzel and grass for grazing were planteifodder.

Thea S i (iCodpetativeC I NIy AsdaBidBiorsoldallthat wasproducedon their behalf and

the profit was shared in accordance with the quantity contributed by each séttler.

In contrast with largescale dairy farming in the northern parts, inter alia, at Wonderfontein,

Elandsfontein number 494 and Stinkhoutboom, the farmers in the southern areas

concentrated more on sheep farminghey did not have sufficient water for cultivating grass

for grazing purposes as was the case with farmers to the north. A branch of the National Wool

DNRGSNEQ ! 3a20AF A2y gLa SadlotAdaKSR Ay C20K@AtES Ay GKS wmdH
GatsrandWool Growers.The chief goal of the branchwas togive guidance(counselling) to

farmers and to negotiate for better wool pricés.

FLIFNG FNRY GKS AYyGiNRPRAzOGAZY G2 FIANROMz GdzNF € Ay F2NXIF GA2yk O2 dzy &
actedasmouthpiecethroughwhichfarmerscoulddrawthe attention of aparticularauthority

/ body / organisation to unfavourable local conditions. In 1922, the associations requested

Member of Parliament, TFJ Dreyer of the Losberg constituency to approach the Minister of

Railways with a view to the erection of a grain silo at any one of theettations in the

Gatsrand (BankWVelverdiend or Oberholzer) or outside the southern boundaries (Nolte and

Klington)

52 potchefstroonHeraldand WesternGazette 17.10.1930P.10.
53 Anon.,VyftigjaarvanKooperasién WesTransvaal1909-1959,p.126.Vergelykook J.H Coetzedred.),
Voortgesettestreekopnameranbeheerdegebiednr. 2, verslagnr. 3: GebiedWestonariaWelverdiendp.92.
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however, this was not realised because the amount of grain that the region deliteteée
stationswasstill inadequate Eventhe constructionof a smallersilorequired a minimum of 5
000to 8 000 tonsof grainto be dispatched per annum. Of thieree stations in the Gatsrand,
Bank dispatched only 1 507 tons of grain in 1921, which was more than the 991 tons of
Welverdiend and the 134 tons of Oberholzer. It was recommended that farmers should avail

themselves of the silos at Potchefstroom or those attéesdorp>*

Furthermore, a representative of the administrator who attended a meeting of the

285f GSNRASYR CIFENYSNBQ ! 8a20AFGA2y Ay {SLIISYOSN) mopun fA&GSYSR
regarding high railway tariffs on products in the 75 mile (120 km) radius. Owing to the high

cost someof the farmersat WonderfonteinandWelverdienddid not makeuseof the station

at Welverdiend, but instead transported their own products to Johannesburg. It was also

requested that the railway halt (siding) at Oberholzer at Wonderfontein should be upgraded

to astation. Themotivationfor saidrequest was thathe productionareawould be enlarged

AY MpHp &2 GKFd (GKS aaidldA2y® g2df R 0SS AyONBlIaAy3Ife dz

Q)¢
w
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TheFochvilleC | NJY AsstBidliorhadalready by way of apetition, broughtto the attention
2T GKS aAyAaidsSNI 2F ¢NIyaLR2NI G4KS INBIFQa AYyIR

w

ljdzl G S G NI yaL}R NI
contributed to the planning of the railways for the opening of the Potchefstraasberg

railroad in 19275 The representations of the folk of Welverdiend with regard to the
Oberholzer siding was realised only in the 1930s, when gold mines were started in the area

and regular passenger services were introduged.

The overarchingbodf 2 NJ 1 KS RAAGNROG 2F FINYSNEQ | aa20Al

[N

A2ya 2F t200KST
C I NJY Gnibi, wiasorganisedrom this town with representativesn all wards.Inhabitants

2F DIFEGANY YR ¢gK2aS ylySa OFry 6S ARSYUGAFASR 2y GKS FGGSyRIyOS
Union in 1922, are, inter alia, JB Wolmarans, P Schutte, P Davidtz, B Greyling and E de

54 DeWestelikeStem,28.6.1922p.3.

5 SuidAfrikaanse Spoorweé (SAB),verw. 292 nr. G65/1/13: Meeting of Welverdiend AgriculturatSociety,
19.9.1924.

56 MinisterievanVervoer(SAB)yerw.409nr. 16/44: PotchefstroomLosberdine petition, 15.3.1922Vergelyk ook
De Westelike Stemi8.1.1928, p.5.

57 G.L.van Heerde,Die invloed van modernevervoerop die ontwikkelingvan dorpe in WesTransvaal(D.Phit
proefskrif, 1981), p.116.
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Beer>8 Onthis occasiontoo, discussionandarrangementsentredon the improvement of

GKS TFTFENYSNBQ OANDdzyaidlyOSad Ly 2NRSNI G2 O2VYo6l i GKS f20dzad L
t20dzalid 2FFTAOSNAR 6SNB FLIRAYGSR o0& (GKS CIENNSNEQ ! YA2Y AY MPHHOD
Amm and PJ de V Steyn were appointed for Gatsrand, folliwyddS du Preez, J Greyling,

FD Pienaaand DJ Wolmaran&® When natural disasters such as drought and hailstorms

A0 NHzO1 GKS FIENXSNE YR (GKS&@ adzFFSNBR tz2aa 27 S 201 2N ONJ
FINYSNEQ |a3420AlGA2ya A0GNRGS (PAs2WllBedde NBf ASF o6& YSIya 2F TFAy
F LI NBYyG €FGESNI 2y FENYVSNRQ |3420ALGA2ya LXF&@SR | Yl 22N Nt S
mainly agrarian areét

In the light of rumours originating from pamphlets and newspapers that gold mining

O2YLI yASa 6SNB ode@Ay3a (GKS YAYSNIf NRIKGA 2F FFENYVSNEQ LINEBLISNIA
one Ferreiraof Losbergroposedat the congresf the CentralC | NJY Gnio#irQ1924that

vigilance committees be established in order to prevent the ruination of farmers. It was

realised that the selling of mineral rights would eventually lead to the expropriation offand.

On another occasion, P Schutte requested that seed should be distributed among needy

farmers in the districf3

Thedrought andthe depression year§19291933) dealt mosfarmers asevere blowand

low prices were paid for their products at the Newton Market in Johannesburg and also at

the market in Potchefstroorff Ly M@pomZ GKS [22LJALINVzZAG CIFINYSNEQ ! 3a20AFGA2Yy ||
negotiatedwith the City Councilof Potchefstroonregardingthe increaseof marketprices.

This would encouragtarmers to rather take their products to Potchefstroom. Consumers

would benefit from this als6®> However, the city council was not able to do much in this

regard. Total depressioand drought countywide led tan increased drop in thpricesof

products. In 1931, the government adopted a special emergency relief act that made

provision for loans to farmers. Although the worst of the drought was broken by 1933, its

%8 DeWestelikeStem 21.2.1922p.5.

59 DeWestelikeStem,25.10.1922p.7en 3.10.1923p.3.

60 DeWestelikeStem,11.10.1922p.5.

61 Sienvoetnote65en 70.

62 DeWestelikeStem,30.1.1924p.2. Vanhierdievoorstelhet niksgekomnie. Van1937af het goudmyne sonder
enige probleme in die gebied begin funksioneer.

63 DeWestelikeStem,12.3.1924p.5.

64 DeWestelikeStem4.2.1930p.5.

65 potchefstroonHeraldand WesternGazette 24.7.1931p.5.
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consequencesvere so severethat a secondemergencyrelief actthat made provisionfor

loans to farmers was adopted in 19585.

The period from 1929 to 1933 probably was not as severe a blow to farmers in the northern
parts of the Gatsrand as it was to those in the rest of the area. They could rely on the local
natural springsfor water. In the midst ofthe drought,the Dutchsettler FVeldmanplannedto

use a newly produced German product at Wonderfontein. It could be used to irrigate large
sections of the cultivated soil.

It would in addition be laboursavingt” Whether Veldmandid actually use the product,
remains uncertain.

The Venterspost goldmine, which started functioning outside the boundaries of Gatsrand in
the early 1930s, employed some of the farmers that had to leave their farms owing to
financial need® There were also settlers who followed the example of some farmers by
opting to find refuge elsewher®. Squatting occurred on farms in the vicinity of the mine. In

the light of suchsquattingthat wasexperiencedespeciallyat Lawley the GatsrandC | NI S NA Q
Association requested the Department of Native Affairs to address this proSlem.

Little is known about persons who served in agricultural organisations at district and
provincial level. JW Grey of Doornfontein aWdJA Vermaas of Rhenosterfontein were
committee membersof the PotchefstroomDistrict AgriculturalUnion between 1920 and

1935

lf 6K2dAK GKS ¢NIyagrklt 22YSyQa ! ANROdz (dzNI & ! yA2Y 41 &

organisationwere created in the Gatsrandonly after 1948.Women in the area probably
22AYSR GKS O0NIYyOK 2F (G(KS 22YSy Q& -wesBOIR Odzf i dzNJ €

Potchefstroom, from 1926. The goal of the organisation was to uplift Afrikaner women by,

66 A.P.RavenscroftThecourse othe depressiorin SouthAfrica, pp.30-31. Vergelykook J.C CoetzeePioniers

van die skoolplaas Klipdrift: Johan en Johanna Schutte1928p.59.

7 PotchefstroonHeraldand WesternGazette,17.10.1930p. 10.

68 J.CCoetzeePioniersrandie skoolplaalipdrift: Johanen JohannaSchutte 19231938,p.60.

6% potchefstroonHeraldand WesternGazette 14.2.1930p.8. Vergelykook H.H.A GyblandOosterhoff,
Indrukkevaneenreisna ZuidAfrika,p.52.

70 Naturellesake (SAB), verw. nr. 2920 832/323: Gatsrand Boerevereniging/Sekretaris Naturellesake, April 1937.
Die stigtingsdatum van die Gatsrand Boerevereniging kon nie opgespoor word nie. Hierdie vereniging is vanaf
die plaasJachtfonteingeorganiseerHullegrensemoesverderasdie Gatsrandse oostelikegrensgestrek het,
aangesien Lawley nie deel was van die wyk nie.

7 Anon.,VyftigjaarvanKooperasién WesTransvaal19091959,p.33.
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inter alia,discourseon topical matters and the practisingof manualdexterity at competition
level?

The establishment of gold mines was advantageous for those farmers who were able to retain
their farms.Farmingoecamemore profitable (lucrative)becauseconsumeravere now closer

to the producers. The provision of products to Potchefstroom, Krugersdorp, Randfontein and
the towns on the reef decreased, while the local mines were serviced increasingly. Initially,
farmers supplied only dairy products. The expansion of rginactivities was already
changing this situation by 1948. Some farmers still despatcbeeam and butter to
Johannesburg. Fruit was also sold to the mine workers of Randfofitein.

Organised agriculture and the establishment of mines gave rise to the promotion of the
wellbeing ofthe farmingcommunityin GatsrandHowever it wasminingthat resultedin the
development of sections of the area. The establishment of gold mines gave rise to the
establishmenbf towns,whichin turn resultedin the arrivalof tradersandthe establishment

of industries’

2.2 Tradeandmining

After the settlement of Trekkers (1839), Potchefstroom was the central point of economic
activities in the district. Auctions were held and, in 1850, a market was created for local
products’®5 dzNAy 3 (KS GKNBS 200Fairaz2ya GKFG LIS2LX S 3IFGKSNBR T2N / 2Y°
was held annually in Potchefstroom, the folk from Gatsrand bought the necessary articles
and clothing. Consumemgoodssuchas eggs,vegetablesand fruit were alsotraded for but

little compensation.

Moneywasscarceandtransactionamainlyoccurredon an exchangeasis’®
Owing to the serious lack of money among the burgers (citizens), the state coffers were as

good as empty and the government itself in dire financial strdi§ealthy burgers of the ZAR
at times lent moneyto the Volksraad. Burgersf the Gatsrand,who also provided some

money to the government, were PJW Schutte and FG Wolmarad858, Schutte, for

72 Anon.,Die Transvaals&/roueLandbouunie, 19251975,p.2. Vergelykook Carletonville(PUvir CHO)yverw.

3: Bandopname B. Wolvaardt, 20.11.1986.

73 CarletonvillgPUvir CHO)yerw. 3: OnderhoudK.Greyling,11.2.1987.

74 J.HCoetzee(red.),Voortgesettestreekopnamezanbeheerdegebiednr. 2, verslagnr. 2...,p.93.

75 H.M.vanColler,Dieburgerlikelewein Potchefstroom.. p.78

76 Carletonville(PUvir CHO)verw. 3: BandopnameK. du Preez,6.11.1986.Vergelykook H.M. van Coller, Die
burgerlike lewe in Potchefstroomp.,78.

7 J.Sdu Plessis;Die SuidAfrikaanseRepubliek"C.F.JMuller (red.),500JaarSuidAfrikaansegeskiedenis,
pp.227,230.
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instance lent 100poundsto the VolksraadPresidentMW Pretoriuspersonallytook delivery

2F (KS Y2ySe 2y {OK®@idiSQa FFEN¥YI .dFF¥StaR22Ny o
As far as could be determined, there were no established traders or hotel owners at Gatsrand

prior to 1868.Until 1900, but &ew shopsand hotelshadbeenbuilt, someof which were run

by the owners of farms. Applications were either approved or rejected by the Potchefstroom

trade licence committee in collaboration with the field cornet of the ward and the magistrate

of Potchefstroon¥?

C2NJ GNI @Sttt SNEQ O2y@SyAaSyoO0S: Kz2GS8ta |yR aK2LlA 6SNBE odaaftd Yl
between Potchefstroom and Pretoria and Johannesburg. Inhabitants were equally
advantaged, since they were no longer obliged to do all purchases and sales in
Potchefstroon#® In the last three decadesof the 19" century, at least 13hopsand hotels

were erected in the area:

TABLE Shopsandhotelsin the Gatsrand, 18681900

FARM ENTERPRISE OWNER Year
established

Lapdoorns Blythe& Coshop/store JBiesler 1868

Klipkop Retailshop ClLDreyer 1879

§ Kraalkop Hotel Vince (1886)

Blyvooruitzicht aYlFyGdASy Sy JPBrand 1888

NA 21 S@éniednéand
accommodation for

travellers)
Kaalfontein Store/shop SGrass 1888
Blyvooruitzicht a1 2 iléhgs den ¢ S| HompesandSeehoff 1889
(Hotel along the way)
Welverdiend Storeandhotel SRosenthal 1893
Buffelsdoorn Storeandbutchery Flacksand Rutenberg 1896
Elandsfonteimumber289| & | 2 (léhgs den & S |- (1897)
(Hotel along the way)
§ Taaiboschspruit Store/shop (1897)
§ Jachtfontein Store/shop SandCGeldenhuys (1898)
§ Doornfontein Store/shop (1897)
Elandsfonteimumber289| Store/shop Bosman (1898)

78 Staatsekretari§TAB)verw. R2251/58P.J.W Schutte/M.W.Pretorius,22.8.1858 Kykook N. Dreyer,Dierol

van die Wolmarangfamilie in kerk en staat teen die agtergrond van die Transvaalse geskiedenis tot 1884: In die
geslagslyn na Senator A.D.W. Wolmarans, Joseph Johannes., Frederik Gerhardus en Frederik Gerhardus Andreas
(MA-verhandeling, 1968), p.106.

7 StaatsCourantder ZARnr. 3,16.10.1856p.7.

80 CarletonvillgPUvir CHO)yerw. 3: OnderhoudC.en T.Schutte,27.10.1986.
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§ Information obtained from word-of-mouth sources (Theest of the information was chiefly found inthe at 3A & G N} (i8Q& | NDOKA ZS
Potchefstroom).

Tradersof Potchefstroonregularlyhired transportdrivers(itineranttraders)to sendarticles
of commerce (commoadities) into the various wards. Ox waggons trekked from one farm to
the next in order to sell its articles. The Jewish trader, Japie Kliwanski, who used to sell a

medley of articles of commerce or commodities during his través,still fondly

remembereds!

THEHOMEOFASETTLER

Photos: Anon., & 5 SlederlandscheLandbouw Nederzetting op
2 2 y RS NJF 2 v (i-Afikkg, Rétaber 19827 R

81 CarletonvillgPUvir CHO)verw. 3: BandopnameX.du Preez6.11.1986Vergelykook verw. 3: Bandopname
B.Wolvaardt,20.11.1986.
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Theconscriptionof farmers atthe outbreak ofthe Warin 1899inevitablycausedhe closure

2T a2YS 2F G(GKS ' TNALIFIYSNRQ ad2NBa FyR K2GS8Sta Ay (GKS DIFGANI YR
Rosenthal, Flacks and Rutenberg were apparently not conscripted and they could therefore
continuewith their enterprises?? It would appear thattheir loyaltyduringthe war laywith

the farmers. Some of the women received free food from the tradeespecially from
Rosenthal® With the ending of the war in 1902, the stores of S and C Geldenhuys and
Bosman resumed their activities. Other businesses that opened in the Gatsrand were those
of J Sylvcot (Wildebeestfontein), MS Rubenstein (Rietfontein number 503), A Israel
(Kraalkop) JS Smook (Wildebeestfontein), JCF Wolter (Kaalfontein) and W Binks (Rietfontein
nr. 503)84

In 1922, atrader knownas SolomorBrothersopeneda store at Losberg?® At that stage the

young town of Fochville also hadew traders Welverdiend still had iteotel and storeas

well as butchery and three sheds in which products could be sold by travelling mer&€hants.
The settling of Dutch farmers at Wonderfontein from 1928 contributed to the expansion of
the trading sector in the Gatsrand. Some of the Dutch immigrants relied on their artisan
qualifications in order to establish businesses at Wonderforftéiakker and Mensinga
establisheda cheesefactoryknownas Adorp. Folkertwas thebutcher andbaker, Boersma

the blacksmith and J Aukema the shopkeeper. The Oranje Hotel, which was establidghed by
Veldman in approximately 1930, was up to and including 1948 the only hotel in the immediate
vicinity of the mine 8° After the establishment of thenines inthe area in 1937the cheese
factory was managedby the Wonderfonteincommission. Athe time, JADomisseen AP

Brugman attended to (managed) the dairy farming of the Commis$8iGhe buying of

82 potchefstroonHeraldand WesternGazette 4.2.1944p.4.

83 B.J.VNaudé(red.), GedenkuitgaweOntvangssanposkoetde Oberholzer9-11 Februarie1952,p.17.

84 Carletonvilleversameling(PU vir CHO),verw. 3: BandopnameK. du Preez,6.11.1986.Vergelykook TAB,
(ongekatalogiseer): Kieserslys van wyk nr. 5: Gatsrand, 1905 asook Justisie (SAB), verw. 142 nr. 3/475/12:
Landdros/Potchefstroom/Sekretaris van Justisie. 3.4.1912.

85 DeWestelikeStem,2.2.1922p.5.

86 B.J.VNaudé(red.), GedenkuitgaweOntvangsianposkoetde h 6 S NX 2pE3L. S NX =

87 Justisig'SAB)yerw. 395nr. 3/251/25: SekretarisanPolisie/SekretariszanJustisie4.11.1924.

88 CarletonvillgPUvir CHO)yerw. 2: Kol.Dr.J.Ploeger/E.SvanEeden20.9.1986.

89 H.H.AGyblandOosterhoff Indrukkervaneenreisna ZuidAfrika,p.51.VergelykookHommeg TAB)verw. WHA.

90: J.E. Hommes/Ouers, 21.4.1933 en Bewaarder van Vyandseindom (SAB), verw. 104 nr. H3/12: Commissie vir
Wonderfontein: Staat van inkomste en uitgawes, September 1948.

%0 Bewaardervan Vyandseiendon(SAB),verw. 104 nr. H3/12: Commissievir Wonder=fontein, 6.6.1940

4.7.1940

36| Page



land by mining companiesand a throng oftradersfrom other areaswere contributingfactors
GKI G OFdzaSR a2YS 2F (KS aSait8ySyidoa 2NARIAYyLE GNIRSNB (2 o

From1937,goldmineactivitiesin the areawere precededby prospectinghat commencedn
approximately 1880. That there was no doubt whatsoever about the presence of gold, is clear
from the buying up of land between 1883 and 1884bid mining companies such as African
Gold RecoverroprietaryLimited,Bertha Estat&oldmines andCompany, Battery Reef Gold
mines Company Limited, Moddervlei Prospecting Syndicate, Randfontein Estate Gold mines
Company, Witwatersrand Limited, GM Sutton Gold Mines Company and West Battery Reef
Gold Mines Company Limitéd.

SHAFNUMBERONEATBLYVOORUITZICH

FIRSMININGHOUSEATBLYVOORUITZICHT

9 Anon.,& 5Nederlandschéandbounederzettingp Wonderfonteind ¢ NIy &ZdidAfrikaDktaber1934,
p.6.Vergelykook H.H.AGyblandOosterhoff,Indrukkenvaneenreisna Zuid-Afrika, p. 52.
92 potchefstroom_anddrog TAB)yerw.90: Indeksop belastingregisteGatsrand;1883-1884.
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THEFIRSGOLBRICKOFTHEBLYVOORUITZIQWINE,1942
Atthe back:PDRoux

Front (from left to right): WHA Lawrence,A SavilleDavis(manager), WM Frames(RandMines) Photo: C
Rautenbach (Carletonville)

The area soutlwest of Randfontein was characterised by a considerable number of mining
activities from 1899 to 1911. Th&estern Rand Estates sunk nine shafts, three of which in
the Gatsrand, namelfwyfelvlaktein 1902, Driefonteimumber 591in 1903and Doornkloof

in 1910. The company Goertz & Company was responsible for the drilling. Owing to an inability
to drill through the dolomite, activities were halted for the time being until New Consolidated
Gold Fields Limited started prospecting in the ared980%° A German geophysicist, Dr R
Krahmann managed to detect gold in the northern parts of the Gatsrand with the help of the
magnetometric method* The remark of Reverend TF Burgers, the subseqstate
president othe ZARwho stoppedoverfor adayat Wonderfonteinduring his journey through
iKS ¢Nryagttt Ay wmytm OFYS (NHz2S AYyRSSRY

gevonden zullen worden ... dit laat ik echter aan deskundige beoordeling

9% R.A.Pelletier,"Contributionsto the geologyof the FarWestRand", Transaction®f the geologicalsocietyof
South AfricaXL, Julie 1937, pp.130, 139.

9 R.Macnab,Goldtheir touchstone GoldFieldsof SouthAfrica, 1887198 7-a centenarystory, p.124.Vergelyk
ook Carletonville (PU vir CHO), verw. 3: Bandopname K. B#aBd1987.
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2 39S NE knowsvihat treasuref goldarestillto befoundhereX K 2 ¢ S & Satthdr ledve f £
GKFG Ay (GKS KIYR& 2F (GKS SELISNIA&®ED
TheWestWitwatersrandAreasLimitedthat wasregisteredasa companyin November 1932
continued prospecting ithe area® In 1932, aresearch basevas established at Oberholzer
under veld superintendent TW Bruyns. The local research team included geologists, surveyors

and mechanics and they were responsible for local services such as transport, water supplies,

repairs, carpentry and road constructigh

SINKIN®FSHAFNUMBER WOATWES DRIEFONTEIN

DEVELOPMEMTSHAFNUMBER WOATWESDRIEFONTEIN
Photo:WestDriefonteinMine (Carletonville)

The secalled West Wits Line was opened when a start was made at VVenterspost, north of the
current Westonaria, with the sinking of a shaft and the use of cementation process that
sealedwater-bearingcrevicesn the dolomitein the vicinity of the shaft. Thisgaveriseto the

sinking of shafts at Blyvooruitzicht, West Driefontein and Doornfontein. The continuous

(uninterrupted) gold reef from Venterspost as far as Doornfontein became known as the

% T.FBurgersSchetsemit de Transvaalp.7.

9% W.E.SkinnerMiningyearbook194559, p.406.Vergelykook CarletonvillgPUvir CHO)verw. 3: Bandopname
K. Baard, 16.3.1987.

97 R.APelletier,"Contributionsto the geology..., Transaction®f the geologicakocietyof SouthAfricaXL, Julie
1937, p.159.
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WestWits Linc Thename was probablyderived from the companyWest Witwatersrand

Developmentwasstarted at Blyvooruitzichtby the CornerHousegroupon 11 Januaryl937.

The mining company was known as the Blyvooruitzicht General Mining Company with RSG
Stokes ashairmanandBADKinaharas managef? Thefirst tunnelswere blastedopenon 14
November 1937@and productionof ore commencedn 19421 Thefirst gold bar was cast in
1942101 By 1948, thismine showeda total profit of £2486519and it was regardedasthe

South African mine with the most promising growth potentfal.

Mining activitiesat BlyvooruitzichigraduallyincreasedIn 1938,73whiteswere employed

and this figure increased to 585 in 1948. On the other hand 478 blacks were employed in
1938 and this figure increased to 3 915 in 1998,

WestDriefonteinMine was started one year afterthe one at Blyvooruitzicht.Thismine was
plannedin 1938after acontract of leasavas obtainedrom the government.Bythe end of

1945, a start was made with the sinking of the shafftdn 1948, production had not yet
started, but at that stage the number of white miners employed was 100 and that of black
ones 59505

A third mine in the Gatsrand, known as the Doornfontein mine, was opened in January 1947
and the Annan shaft was sunk on 21 March. Robert Annan, after whom the shaft was named,
wasthe chairpersorof ConsolidatedsoldFieldssince1941.Asmining engineerhe was also
involved with the early mining activities in the ar®4.n this instance too, production had

not yet begunby 1948 and onl5 whites and 306 blacksere employed-°/

9% Anon.,Randmines:BlyvooruitzichGoldMining Company.imitedvisitorsbrochure p.1.VergelykookR. Macnab,
Gold their touchstone..pp.212213.

9 R.A.Pellitier,& / 2 y i NJtodttizdl § 2 § & Brandadiion®bthe geologicalsocietyof SouthAfrica XL,Julie
1937, p.131. Vergelyk o®otchefstroom Herald and Western Gazett®,6.1937, p.3.

100 A P Cartwright,Goldpavedthe way,p.168.Vergelykook W. HaganWatson,d 5 2 imefmorylane: Blyvoor's
FANBG Hn B2SINEEZ Lldmo

101 \W, HagarWatson,a 5 2 megmoryt | y HpEed ¢

102 potchefstroomHeraldand WesternGazette,19.1.1945 p.4. Vergelykook J.H.Coetzeg(red.), Voortgesette
streekopname van beheerde gebied nr. 2, verslag nr. 3..., tabel nr. 3.

103 3 H Coetzedred.),Voortgesettestreekopnamevanbeheerdegebiednr. 2, verslagr.3...,p.126

104 R.Macnab,Goldtheir touchstone...p.75.

105 3. H Coetzedred.),Voortgesettesteeekopnameanbeheerdegebiednr. 2, verslagnr.3...,p. 126.

106 R . Macnab,Goldtheirtouchstone...p.161.

107 J.H Coetzedred.),Voortgesettestreekopnamevanbeheerdegebiednr. 2, verslagnr.3,p.127. Vergelykook
W.HaganWatson,& 5 2 mefMmoryt | ypils ¢
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In the 1940s, the West Witwatersrand Areas Limited continued to obtain mineral rights to
sections of farms such as, inter alia, Elandsfontein number Z8%raalkop and
Buffelsdoorn'®In 1948, the Gatsrand was still part of the Potchefstroom district and mines

in the area were advantageous to the town. At the time when the boundaries of Randfontein
weredetermined the town laid claimto part of the district of Potchefstroomnamelythe area

in the vicinity of the mines. Potchefstroom contested this claim. However, in 1947, the
Departmentof Justicedeterminedthat the borders of Randfonteihadnot yet beenfinalised

and that the area would still remain part of Potchefstroét.

At the start of the gold mining activities in the Gatsrand, there were not enough traders to
meet all the needs of the mines. By August 1938, three traders of Randfontein, a baker (J
Celine), a grocer (one Fedler) and an unknown fruiterer delivered ordegamtls at
Blyvooruitzichimine 11 TheKnightcontractorsof Potchefstroonprovidedthe Blyvooruitzicht

mine with meat. Orders were sent by rail to Welverdiend Station and were collected there.
Inhabitants of that area also availed themselvesof these O 2 y (i NJ séniicesNZEhe
establishment of mines and towns served as an incentive for the arrival of merchants
especially from Potchefstroodi® General dealers such as M Mia, JA Leukema and T Lewitton
came to settle at Oberholzer. Local butchers (JJ Nieuhuis and JP Holtzhausen) elithenated
slowmeatdeliveriesfrom Potchefstroomt'4 Theblacksmith, HBoersmawho initiallyserviced

only the inhabitantsof the Dutchsettlement, movedhiso t | O Zshoptd @d@rolzer.

Since 1939, this town also had its own liquor st8feWith the arrival of gold mines, the
service industries such as garages, transport businesses and lime factories were established
in order to meet the needs of the mines. Fourie, Calderbank as well as Snyman and Roux each

opened a garage at Oberholzé

108 Elandsfonteinnr. 289 se mineraleregteis vir 38 000 pond verkry. Kyk PotchefstroomHerald and Western
Gazette,7.3.1947, p.7.

109 potchefstroomHeraldand WesternGazette,7.11.1943 p.2. Vergelsitykook UitvoerendeRaadvan die Unie
(SAB). verw2324 nr. 1991: Aansoek van West Witwatersrand Areas Limited, 6.3.1964.

110 potchefstroonHeraldand WesternGazette 9.5.1947p.3.

11 W, HaganWatson,& 5 2 mefMmoryt | y $XF =

112 \y, HagarWatson,& 5 2 mgmoryt | y $XF4Z

113 CarletonvillgPUvir CHO)yerw. 3: OnderhoudT.Nosarka22.5.1987.

14 United Transvaal Directory Company Limitddpited Transvaal directory for 194B42, p.1557.
Telefoongidsénet as'n belangrikebron vaninligting nie veel opgelewernie. Vergelykook Carletonvllle(PUvir
CHO), verw. 1: Herinneringe S.A.M. Erasmus, 12.11.1984.

115 United TransvaabirectoryCompanytimited,United Transvaatlirectoryfor 1941-1942,p.1953 Vergelyk ook
Carletonville (PU vir CHO), verw. 3: Onderhoud dr. W.P. Roux, 15.4.1987.

116 CarletonvillgPUvir CHO)yerw.3: OnderhoudA. Judelsohn]4.4.1987Vergelykook Carletonville/Fochville
Herald, 27.1.1978, p.20.
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In 1941, J L and JP van der Besgablished dime factory*!” and,in 1947,Lutterveld started
abrickyardin orderto meetthe needs of building contractofd®

In 1947, JHommesalreadydeliveredmilk dailyto 400clients.In 1948,he startedto deliver

milk to the Blyvooruitzicht mine as well. At that stage, this diary at Oberholzer produced as
much as 2 000 gallons (9 000 litres) per &dyn 1948, a grocery store (Waks en Judelsohn),

a diary (Phibbs) and a pharmacy (J Grolman) opened in the wn.

Most of the shops/stores at Bank were built close to the station. The KO Bazaars and Blybank
Supply Stores were run by the Nosarka farfilyOther general traders were HA Hai, NF
{G2NB&a YR tY tSiGStod DStRSyKdzea 2LISYySR | 06dzi OKSNNRa &aKz2LJ
opened a garagé??In 1947, a Standard Bank agency was opened in response to a request by
the inhabitants of the town, probably because the number of inhabitants there exceeded that
of Oberholzer, Blybank an@/estWits and thus justified the location of the banking facility.

The WesiWits Transport Service was run by the Kennedys taedVest Wits Hotel by S
Finel?® On account ofa shortageof traders inthe towns West Wits and Blybank, the

inhabitants of these two towns bought their necessities at Bank t848.

WESWITSHOTEL

Photo:Departmentof RoadgPotchefstroomy?*

117 United TransvaaDirectoryCompanyLimited,United Transvaatirectoryfor 1941-1942,p.1557.

118 HommegTAB)yverw. WHA90: J.EHommes/Ouers24.2.1947.

119 HommegTAB)yerw. WHA90: J.EHommes/Ouers24.12.1947.

120 CarletonvillgPUvir CHO)yerw.2: J.Grolman/E.SvanEeden17.2.1987Vergelykook Carletonville/Fochville
Herald, 27.1.1978, p. 20.

121 Carletonville (PU vir CHO), ve@vOnderhoud T. Nosarka, 22.5.1987. T. Nosarka se vader, I. Nosarka, het in
1939die perseelvan ene Blombergs smoudesetnaBlombergseonderneminggesekwestreers. Nosarka het

die ondernemingwat sedert1927bekendwasasBankstation store en onderverskeiepersone séestuur was
voor Blomberg dit oorgeneem het, na Blybank Supply Stores verander.

122 United TransvaaDirectoryCompanyLimited,United Transvaatlirectoryfor 1941-1942,p.487.

123 Carletonville (PU vir CHO), ve®v.Bandopname G.F. Pienaar, 20.11.1986. Vergelyk ook verw. 2: B.N.D.
Geldenhuys/CRautenbach 31.12.198h verw. 3:Onderhoud TNosarka, 22.5.1987. Dftandard Bank van
SuidAfrikahet reedsin 1922¥ jak op Fochvillegehadwat waarskynlitook deur mensein daardieomgewing
gebruik is. Kyk Ministerie van Vervoer (SAB), verw. 409 nr. 16/44: Potchefdtmsiverg line petition,
15.3.192.
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Priorto the proclamationof Welverdiendin 1942,generaldealerssuchasJEMetharenand
Rosenthal & Flacks were already active in the afe@8y 1948, D Gerson, the Jews
Pantanowitz and Katz and an unknown dealer trading by the name of Atlas Basaar joined the
ranks of existing traders. Apparently the business of Peck Brothers was the only transport
business at Welverdiend at the tinié®

The last town to be proclaimed in the mining area was Carletonville, which by 1948 had one
fresh produce trader and a liquor store (owner DA van Aardt). At that stage, itinerant traders
provided necessities to folks who had already settled in the tothere was a dairy at
Blyvooruitzicht anch generaldealer,aswell asa 6 dzii O Kh®p\dhtne groundsof the West
Driefontein Mine. The inhabitants of Oberholzer and Carletonville possibly also made use of
these amenitied?’

Construction of a complex with 12 shops with flats on the first floor commenced in
Carletonville as early as 1947. This building, known as Flint, was completed in 1952. Ingot
House, the construction of which was commenced in 1948 and completed in 19489neas

of the first shopping centre¥8 A hotel of £80 000 was envisaged in 19#7Planning was
initially halted when the owner of the hotel at West Wits objected. It was held that another
hotel was redundant since there were already two hotels, namely West Wits at Bartkand

of D Gerson aiVelverdiend in close proximity to the location of the mines. A court case with
regard to the validity of the erection of yet another hotel followed in the magistrate's court

of Potchefstroom.FTHindle, theapplicantfor the new hotel representingSouth African
Breweries, convinced the magistrate that the potential for expansion of the town of
Carletonville exceeded that of its neighbours. He also held that there was a major demand
for hotel facilities in Carletonville and its enviroig.

In 1948,two ladiesoutfitters, namelyMoolmansand Chic,openedtheir doorsin the town.

The owner of the Chic fashion store (A van der Westhuizen) and her family bought ice

124 CarletonvillgPUvir CHO)yerw. 3: OnderhoudT.Nosarka22.5.1987.

125 potchefstroonHeraldand WesternGazette,13.11.1908, p3.

126 ynited Transvaal elephoneDirectoryCompanyLimited, Transvaatelephonedirectoryfor 1948,p.789.Kyk ook
Staatskoerant van die Unie van S#iftika,nr. 4049, 1.11.1948, pp.8%6.

27 Carletonville (Munisipaliteit), verw. JB 3/T nr. 3: Mediese beampte van die Raad vir Buitestedelike
gebiede/Landdrodohannesburg.7.1947 Vergelykook Staatskoerantzan die Unievan SuidAfrika, nr. 4049,
1.11.1948, p.85.

128 DieTransvaler15.1.1954pp.3-4.

129 potchefstroonHeraldand WesternGazette 22.11.1946p.2.

130 potchefstroonHeraldand WesternGazette 6.12.1946p.2.
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cream from a wholesale merchantin Johannesburg,selling it to the residents of
Carletonvillet3?

By 1948, there were also service industries and traders/merchants in other parts of the
Gatsrand. There were lime works at Rooipoort, a transport contractor (JB Wolmarans) at
Losberg, a blacksmith (AM Nolan) at Vlakfontein number 364, a garage (ownéir€8 de
Kraalkop and three nurseries at Jachtfontein, namely Doornpoort (owner RC Anderson), at
Dagbreek (owner GP Brits and Son) and Jachtfontein Nursery (owner HP Lindéque).
Furthermore, general dealers traded at Taaiboschspruit (JI Mia and ML Methar and Sons),
Loopspruit (MJ Orelowitz), Vlakfontein number 364 (JM Schoonara, Silliman and Hoosan),
Hermina(FJBuitendach Aurbelowitzand SW Vorster) an€ardoville(SABosmanand WF
Pretorius)'33

By1948it wasclearthat Carletonvilleand Oberholzerg asthe townsclosesto the three gold

mines¢ were developing faster thawelverdiend, BanRiVestWits and Blybank3*

2.3 Therole of blacksin the labourmarket

The destructive campaign of Mzilikazi and the Ndebele to the north of the Vaal River
eliminated and scatteredlarge numbersof the blacktribes of the area. After the trekker
settlement of 1838, fleeing Tswanas offered whites their services in exchange for their
protection 135

It was the task of the field cornet in reaction to the requests of those living on farms in his
ward, to find labourers and to have them employ&8By 1855, the number of labourers in

the Gatsrand did not meet the demand and the field cornet constantly had to listen to the
T I NIVcSmdifts Thus for instance, inl856,field cornet TPPretoriusof ward Gatsrand,

in despair asked the magistrate of Potchefstroom to send a number of labourers thence since

he was unsuccessful in his attempts to get hold of labout&risrom 1859, employm

131 Carletonvillg PUvir CHO)yerw. 3: OnderhoudA. vander Westhuizen25.8.1987.

132 Transvaal elephoneDirectoryCompanyLimited, Transvaatelephonedirectoryfor 1948,pp.760,819, 1588,

1949.

133 United TransvaabirectoryCompanyLimited, Transvaatelephonedirectoryfor 1941-:1942,pp.327,401, 402,

1522, 198.

134 Plaaslikentwikkelingword breedvoerign hoofstuksewebespreek.

135 W.A.Stals Diekwessievan Naturelleeiendomsre@p grondin Transvaal 18381884,p.1.

136 £ AvanJaarsveldd 5 welBkornetensyaandeein die opbouvandie ZuidAfrikaansch&epublieki 2 & My T né X
Argiefiaarboek vir Suid\frikaanse geskiedenis3(2), 1950, p.274.

137 potchefstroom_anddrog TAB)verw. 1: T.P Pretorius/Landdros25.8.1856.
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From 1859, employment of labourers occurred by means of legal contracts that were dealt

with by the magistrate of Potchefstroof®®! OO2 NRAYy 3 (G2 W! DNAYSSSO1Qa O2y (NI OGI LINEGA
wasmadethat anowner hadto undertaketo employalabourerfor afixedperiod,to provide

him or her with the necessities of life and not to maltreat him or Féipart from details

regarding contract®f employment,little information was foundhat referred tothe weal

and woe of the labourers. It would, however, seem that some farmers allowed the people

and their families to live on the farms where they were able to also have cattle to meet their

own needst* As far as numbers are concerned, only one census, namely that of 1894 could

be traced. Thisensuggave an indication dhe distribution of thelabourers inthe Gatsrand

as far as accommodation was concerriéd.

TABLE Number of blackabourerswith wivesandchildrenon farmsin the ward Gatsrand in 1894

FARM OWNER(S) LABOURER®ALE) WOMEN AND
CHILDREN
Wonderfontein 9 17 59
Modderfontein 12 34 60
Kwaggafontein 1 5 14
Houtkop 1 4 20
Klipkop 1 4 29
Rietfonteinnumber503 1 2 7
Blyvooruitzicht 1 3 7
Buffelsdoorn 11 31 138
Doornfontein 1 3 38
Driefontein 1 10 34
Rhenosterfontein 2 8 28
Elandsfonteimumber289 8 45 226
Doornspoort 3 7 22
Elandsfonteimumber493 2 6 40
Cardoville 5 13 59
Driefontein 1 5 26
Weltevreden 4 12 63
Doornkloof 6 16 64
Vlakfontein 4 17 90
Kaalplaats 4 6 25
Boschhoek 4 18 38
Rietspruit 8 19 82
Driefontein 2 6 28
Rietfonteinnumber144 1 2 4
Elandsvlei 3 3 11

138 potchefstroom_anddrog TAB)yverw. 133:DiverseinkomendestukkevanNaturellesake1859-1899.
139 potchefstroo
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Leeuwspruit 5 21 92
Leeuwpoort 9 21 106
Rietfonteinnumber659 3 6 32
Poortje 2 15 61
Wildebeestfontein 3 15 67
Rietfonteinnumber636 3 14 74
Loopspruit 1 27 140
Kraalkop 4 28 90
Rietfonteinnumber274 2 3 18
Doornfontein 2 13 71
Elandsfonteimumber494 2 6 22
Brandvlei 1 1 -
Blaauwbank 2 4 29
Wildebeestenkuil 1 6 23
Elandsfonteimumber79 1 4 15
Deelkraal 5 17 101
Jachtfontein 3 6 21
Elandsfonteimumber360 7 11 54
Hartebeesfontein 1 6 39
Rietfonteinnumber162 1 3 18
Kalbasfontein 9 23 108
Kaalfontein 5 9 59
TOTAL 168 555 2472

Forthe returning Boerfamilies atthe endof the war, there was virtuallyjothing left oftheir
farmsto enablethem to makeanew start. Homesteads burrtb the ground, desolateuins
of buildings, no livestock, as well as a
shortage or total absence of farm
labourers were but some of the major

s k. b obstaclespreventing the reconstruction
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4 ! ‘ ; TEMPORARY KAMPONGS AT THE WEST
S TR ] DRIEFONTEIN MINE, 19%6

Black labourers mainly offered their services to the railways, mines and British

administration.Owingto the labourshortage farmershadto usetheir childrento help

142 CarletonvillgPUvir CHO)yerw. 3: OnderhoudC.en T.Schutte,28.10.1986.

46| Page



cultivatetheir fields 43 Thecity councilof Potchefstroonregularlyreceivedcomplaintsfrom
farmersthat blacks would stagbsentfrom farmsfor too long without permissior in many
instances never to return agaif*

The establishment of mines in the area subsequent to 1937 gave rise to an influx of black
labourers!#%of which some came from neighbouring countries like the current Mozambique,
Zimbabwe and Botswana. Some of the wives and children of the labourers were also
employed on farms in the vicinity of the miné4¢ while it is presumed that some were
employed by the trading sector of the developing area. By 1945, accommodation for black
mineworkers becamean urgent needowing tothe increasechumbers athe Blyvooruitzicht

mine and the opening of the West Driefontein Mine. After a kampong was established at
Blyvooruitzicht inl937,1 000blackmine labourerscouldbe accommodated. Howevefrom

1946 onwards, accommodation was needed for about 5 900 mine work&rdVest
Driefontein Mine erecteda temporary kampong orthe land of the mine in order to meet
GKSANI RSYIYyRad 126SOSNE (GKA& gl a AyFrRSld2dGS o6& wmont FyR
homes were noticed in the vicinity of the mine. An increase in labourers and a housing
shortage also gave rise to squatting outside the boundaries of Blyvooruitzicht Hfr@n

the farms Kraalkop and Wonderfontein and especially next to the station, instances of
squatting were reported to the Department of Native Affdit%.

TheDepartmentof NativeAffairshadalreadystartedwith the planningof aregionallocation

in the 1930s. Land earmarked and bought for this purpose was at Stinkhoutboom, to the
north of the PotchefstroomVelverdiendJohannesburg railroad. Approximately 10 000

people could be accommodated thete® Business offices for the Department of Native

143 A. NieuwoudtDie beplanning van die ontwikkelende verspreide stad in die gebied van Carletonville, Fochville
enWestonariap.316.Vergelykook CarletonvillgPUvir CHO)verw. 3: OnderhoudK.Greyling,11.2.1987.

144 Potchefstroom Stadsklerk (TAB), verw. 1974 nr. 237: Control of Natives in municipal and urban areas, March
1946.Die Stadsraad was nie in staat om die probleem van die plaasbewoners op te los nie en het vatagestel
daarbeter fasiliteite op die plaseopgerigmoesword asW gterkarbeidsmadehouwou word.

145 Hommeg TAB)verw.WHA90:J.EHommes/Ouers24.12.1947Hommesvermelddat syarbeidsmag heeltemal
voldoende was.

146 A, Nieuwoudt,Diebeplanningvandie ontwikkelendeverspreidestadin die gebiedvan Carletonville, Fochville

en Westonariap.316.

147 W.HaganWatson,a 5 2 memoryf | y 040 ¢

148 Carletonville (Munisipaliteit), verw.JB 3/T nr. 3: Mediese beampte vir die Raad vir Buitestedelike
gebiede/Landdros Johannesburg, 8.7.1947.

149 Naturellesake (SAB), verw. 7142 nr. 9231323: Wonderfontein Boerevereniging/ Sekretaris
Naturellesake,1945. Vergelyk ook verw. 7147 nr. 896/323 en 931/323: Wonderfontein
Boerevereniging/Sekretaris Naturellesake, 19427,

150 J.H Coetzedred.),Voortgesettestreekopnamevanbeheerdegebiednr. 2, verslagnr. 2...,pp.68,71.
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Affairswere purchasedat Welverdiend It wasintendedto managethe envisagedocation

from there 15!

Planning of the location took a while, since it was difficult to create proper and adequate
roomfor habitation anchomes.The HealttBoardfor Periurban Areasnanagedhe blacks
inthe areauntil 1948.Alocationwaserectedonlyin the 1950sheadedbythe HealthBoard

and the Department of Native Affait&?

151 NaturellesakgSAB)yerw. 3874nr. 57/309: Townshipwelverdiendreservationof land,27.11.1936.

152 CarletonvillegMunisipaliteit),verw. T1/30nr. T130/3388 SekretariscsesondheidsraadProkureursRouxen
Jacobz, 29.12.1953. Vergelyk ook J.H. Coetzee (v&xbjtgesette streekopname van beheerde gebied nr. 2,
GSNEE I P72y NP HXZ
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CHAPTERHREE

RELIGIOUSEVELOPMENT

Priorto 1925, Potchefstroom was thdosest centrdor church activitiesor alarge number

of Gatsrand inhabitant§.The first denomination was established in the area only in that
year2 Owing to the closeelationship of the inhabitants of Gatsrand with the church history
of Potchefstroom, it was not possible at all times to trace data dealing only with the church
activitiesof thesefolk. In the minutesof churchcouncilsof congregation#n Potchefstroom,
mention is sometimes made of the ward and it was attempted to glean an image of the

involvement of the inhabitants in church activities in the light of this information.

3.1 Religionfrom the settling of the Trekkerauntil 1948
Ever since the years of the initial settlement of the Trekkers in 1853, the inhabitants of the

district of Potchefstroom tried to get a minister of religion. FG Wolmarans who acted as
catechist for children in the trekker company of AH Potgieter and wihsesguently settled

in the Gatsrand, devoted himself to this matter. In 1852, Wolmarans acted as chairman of
the church meeting at Hekpoort during which a letter was drafted to the Synod of the
Reformed Church in The Hague (the Netherlands) to requesathmnister of religion should

be sent to the Trekkers. In the meantime, Wolmarans and another two elders appdipted
the Trekkergook the initiative regardingthe organisationof worshipservices

PJWSCHUTTE
Photo:Sdu Toit (ed.),

The Reformed Church in South Africa
1859-1959

t w.J.BadenhorstGeskiedenisan die NederduitseGereformeerdderkin Transvaal,
18421885,pp.1-2.

2 Anon.,DieNederduitsciHervormdeGemeentd_osberg feesuitgawe 19251975,p.3.

3 N. Dreyer,Dierol van die Wolmaransfamilie in kerk en staat teen die agtergrondvan die
CNF yaglltaSpp2®21 ASRSyAaxX:
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Ministers from the Cape Colony sometimes visited the inhabitants of the district, conducted
church services and christened children. The inhabitants of Gatsrand were not excluded during
these journeys. In a report (26 December 1850), Reverend Andrew Muneagions aR | & Q &
journeythat wasundertakenon 15 October 185(rom Potchefstroonto Gatsrand. A worship
service was held on the farm Rietfontein number 274 of JH Boshoff and childrechvistened

as well. Accordingto Murray, those who attended were attentive. Duringthe reverend JL

I OKSGQa NBOdzNYy 22dzNySé F2NN t 20 O0KSTaliNRz2Y
Nooitgedacht number 489 on the farm of J.J. Hoffman and also served the sacrdments.
AfterthereverendDirk vander| 2 Fafrigaéin 1853astheir first minister,the inhabitantsto the

north of the Vaal River, he compiled, with the help of elder FG Wolmarans, a church statute
book? In the meantime, Van der Hoff started to conduct worship services at Potchefstroom. For
every Trekker family, regular religious observances were an important and indispensable activity
and they had no scruples about spending the long hours bywvaggon b attend the three
annual observances of communion in Potchefstrdom.

Thesejourneys, whichusuallylastedthree to four daysfor most inhabitantsof the Gatsrand,

were planned with great care. On these occasions, shopping was done, the market and the
bazaar were paid visits and administrative issues were dealt with. Owing to the exhausting
journey, few inhabitants attended the Sunday services. Churchcesrin the ward were usually

held on predetermined farms and were led by eldérs.

The approval of the statute book by the church meeting (synod) in 1857 gave rise to
dissatisfaction with a number of persofi&ven before the approval of the statute book, PJW
Schutte,a respectedand influential leaderand memberof the churchcouncilof Mooi River,
submitteda proposalthat a minister ofreligionshouldbe calledfor the discontented persong.

There was discontent, inter alia, about the singing of hymns and a lack of

4 C.SpoelstraHet kerkelijken godsdienstigevender Boerenna den GrootenTrek,pp.98, 311, 337. Verbatim
verslae van dié reise is in Spoelstra gepubliseer.

5 N. Dreyer, Die rolvan die Wolmarangamilie in kerk en staateen dieagtergrond van die Transvaalse
geskiedenis..p.122.Diekerklikewette wasdie riglynevir funksioneringvan kerkgenootskap op Potchefstroom.

6 Carletonville (PU vir CHO),verw. 1: HerinneringeP.F.J.van der Ryst, 23.9.1986.Vergelyk ook verw. 3:
Bandopname K. du Preez, 6.11.1986.

7 Carletonvillg(PUvir CHO)yerw. 3: OnderhoudA.M.C Pretorius.3.4.1987.

8 J.LCachetGedenkboekanhet 50-jarige bestaander Gereformeerdé&erkvan Zuid Afrika, 18591909,p.10

% S.du Toit, DieGereformeerdéerkin SuidAfrika, 1859-1959:Gedenkboebygeleentheid van die eeufegs345.
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scripturally correct (unerring) teaching from the Bible. It was decided that a Free Reformed
Churchshouldbe founded.Thosewho joinedthis churchwould consequenthbe freed from

the power of the state to which the Nederduitsch Reformed Church as state church was so
closely associated. The goal was to be subject only to the authority of the Word gi@id

a clear conscienc¥.ThereverendDirk Postmawho arrivedin the Transvaain November

1858, joined the ranks of the discontented church members. Adverse weather conditions
prevented Postma from arriving on time in Potchefstroom where he was to conduct a
worship service on 7 November and spend Christmas with the reverend Dirk van der Hoff in
response to thef I G G SNDa Ay @AaGlriArAz2yed /2yaSljdsSyidter t2aidyYl KFR G2
November with elder PJW Schutte of Buffelsdoorn. On the Sunday of the seventh, there were
both morning and afternoon services and the messages were based on 1 Sanfuahd:1
Psalm 37:5 respectivelilewsquickly spreadthat Postmawas preachingat Buffelsdoorn;
consequently both services were well attendédThis was the first time that Postma
preached in the Transvaglin the farmhouse at Buffelsdoorn. This served as the starting
point whence Reformed Biblical teaching would be borne even farther into the Trargsvaal
via Scripturapreaching?

PJW Schutte was the first signatory of the separation deeds to be submitted by 15 persons
during a general church meeting on 12 January 1859 when they left the Nederduitsch
Hervormde (or Dutch Reformed) ChurérDuring the formal formation of the Reformed
Churchat Rustenburgn 12 Februaryl859,Schuttewaselectedaselder for the ward Mooi

River. He was also church secretir§he church ward of which Schutte and his family were

part, started off with 15 memberd® By 1860, the membership had increased to 72.

t.
15 W.P.du PlessisPhillipusJacobusVilhelmusSchutteaskerkman pp.92-93.
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Priorto the foundingof the Reformedcongregationin Potchefstroom orl7 April 1863,the
church members were divided into wards.

After 1863, worship services at Potchefstroom were done away with, as was the case with
ward services at Schoonspruit (currently Klerksdorp), as well as Vaal River and Gatsrand.
Most of the Reformers in the Gatsrand hailed from the farms Buffelsdoornkeéland
Kaalplaats! Thiscouldbe ascribedo the influenceof PJW Schutten hisown familyand on

those living on neighbouring farms.

In spite of the division in church ranks, the majority of members remained with the
Nederduitsch Hervormde (or Dutch Reformed) Church. At a church meeting at Potchefstroom
in 1859,a decisionwasmadeto appoint abuildingcommissiorwith aviewto plan a larger
church building than the existing one owing to the increase in membership nurfbieGA
Wolmarans (son of FG Wolmarans of the farm Welverdiend in the Gatsrand) was a member
of the commission that dealt with the finances and the planning of the envisaged new church
building. During the inauguration of the new building on 24 February 1f8é®er elders FG
Wolmarans and S Viljoen carried the Bible from the old to the new church bufftiyg1866,
services and christenings were regularly conducted on the farms Jachtfontein, Elandsfontein
number 289, Rietfontein number 274, Wonderfontein,?* Doornfontein number 470 and
Leeupoort?? Marriage ceremonies, however, were performed at Potchefstrgdm.

In 1884,there wasonceagaina spirit of discontent amongnembersof the DutchReformed

(or Reformed) Church. Dissatisfied members parted ways with the church and started the
Nederduitsch Hervormde (Reformed) Churéh.

16 potchefstroomGemeentgGeretKerkargief)yerw. 1/1: Kerkraadnotule17.4.1863.

17 W.P. du Plessi®hillipus Jacobus Wilhelmus Schutte as kerkmpprg495. P.J.W. Schutte se ideaal om 'n
teologiese skool op te rig is op 29 November 1869 in Burgersdorp verwesenlik. Die Sinode kon die skool nie alleen
behartig nie en gevolglik is 'n Kuratorium in die lewe geroep. Ses lede wat jaarliks aangewysdige het
administrasie behartig. Schutte is as eerste kurator benoem en het die amp tot sy dood op 9 November 1873
beklee. Kyk A.P. Nel, "Buffelsdoémbaken in ons kerk se geskiedeni§ereformeerde Vroueblagxx(8),
Januariel977,p.15. Vergelykook J.P Jooste Die geskiedenivan die Gereformeerdéerkin SuidAfrika, 1859
1959,.p.114

18 Spogeedsin hoofstuk2 vermeld,wasdaarplasewat onderverdeeis tussenfamilies.

19 G.D.ScholtzPiegeskiedenisandie NederduitsHervormdeof Gereformeerderk... p.81.

20 N. Dreyer, Die rol van die Wolmaransfamilie in kerk en staat teen die agtergrond van die Transvaalse
3541 A Sppazeasaxs

2! potchefstroomGemeentg NGKerkargief)yerw. AD-1 POT1: Doopregister1867-1877.Vergelykook POTF 1:
Kerkraadnotules, 1885894.

22 Carletonvillg(PUvir CHO)yerw. 3: BandopnameK.du Preez.11.1986.

2 PotchefstroomGemeentg NGKerkargief)verw. AO-3 POTF1: Huweliksregister1871-1888.
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THEJACHTFONTEIMURCBUILDING
Photo:NederduitseGereformeerdeCongregationl.osbergFochville)

CHURCEBOUNCIMEMBEMBJYERMAAS
Photo:BJY/ermaadqJr)(Fochville)

24 G.D.Scholtz,Die geskiedenisan die NederduitsHervormdeof GereformeerdeKerk...,p.110. Afgesienvan

kleiner verskille, was een van die vernaamste redes vir die skeuring die keuse van die Kerk se naam: Daar is
besluit op Nederduits Gereformeerd terwyl sommige Nederduitsch Hervormde verkies het. Kyk ook S. P.
EngelbrechtPie Nederduitsch Hervormde gemeente Potchefstroom,-1842,p.125.
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Inhabitants of especially the souttastern and nortkeastern farms in the Gatsrand
associated themselves with the NH Chufeld reformed church member, field cornet JT
Martins, built a church building on the farm Jachtfontein in 1890. This building was made
available for services in the ward for the three sister congregatibhshabitants would, in

spite of the churchschism regularlyattend the weeklyservicesat Jachtfonteinor elsewhere

even though there was not a minister of their own denominattén.

On 7 July 1890, the church council of the NG congregation Potchefstroom decided, on
NEO2YYSYRIGAZ2Y 2F GKS Ay@SadaAiaariairzy O2YYAGGSS:T 2y GKS
Krugersdorp andPotchefstroom. Inhabitants of the northeparts of Gatsrand benefitedy

the location of the border. Farms that aligned with the Krugersdorp DR congregation were
Wonderfontein,VlakplaatsRooipoort,Elandsfonteimumber494, Driefonteinnumbers591

and 614, as well as Rietfontein number B8Members of the NH Church in the north
eastern parts also attended worship services at Krugerséforp.

For the citizens of the Republic, the Anfloer War was a dark time with regard to their
church. Many women and children were held in concentration camps, the men were either
doing military service in the commandos or had already been sent off to prisdnear
camps. Numerous women and children in the Gatsrand were removed from their farms and
held asprisonersin concentrationcamps Othershadfled to live elsewhereoutsidethe ward

with relatives. Orderly functioning of church wards was therefore out of the question up to
and including the end of the war in 1902. Spiritual ministering was, however, done in
prisonerof-war and concentration camps by ministers of religién.

Those who were fortunate enough to return to their farms, rejoined their respective
congregations (Potchefstroom and Krugersdorp). By April 1912, the Dutch Reformed (DR)
congregatiorelecteddeacondor the four churchwardsof the Gatsrand Someof the wards

had as many as 100 members who had to be visited. The Gatsrand ward of church council

25 Carletonvillg(PUvir CHO)yerw. 3: OnderhoudA.M.C Pretorius,3.4.1987.

26 1. vanWyk,"Landskoonmaker'DieBoervrouJulie1950,p.17.Huwelikeisnadie TweedeVryheidsoorlog ook

in hierdie gebou voltrek.

27 CarletonvillgPUvir CHO)yerw. 3: OnderhoudA.M.C Pretorius,3.4.1987.

28 potchefstroomGemeentg NGKerkargief)yerw.POTF1: Kerkraadnotule7.7.1890Diekerklikeaktiwiteite van
die inwoners van plase wat onder die Krugersdorpdé@eente gesorteer het, word nie in die verhandeling
bespreek nie. In 1925 en 1935 het die gemeentegrense verander en is die plase by die nuwe gemeentes van
Fochville ingedeel. Kyk Anohlalfeeufees NG Kerk Losberg, 1:9385,p.18.

2% T.F.J.Dreyer(red.),Almanaken Bybelsalagboekvandie NederduitsciHervormdeKerkvanAfrika40, 1946,
pp.57, 60

30 J.W.Kok, Sonderlingevrug, pp.11-12. Vergelykook Carletonville(PUvir CHO), verw3: BandopnameK. du
Preez, 6.11.1986.
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member BJY¥ermaasof Rhenosterfonteinrwho had acted as chairpersonat somechurch
council meetings at Potchefstroom had no fewer than 160 mem#ers.

Growthin the numberof membersin the DRcongregatiorPotchefstroonprobablywasone

of the reasons why church council member LCH Pretorius of Nooitgedacht number 661
proposed at the church council meeting of 8 April 1912 that an assistant minister should be
called. The proposal was accepted and money was raised for this purpose @hutheh
wards. Besides Potchefstroom town ward that raised £292 for the assistant minister, the
congregation wards in the Gatsrand contributed the most, namely £290.

Up to and including 1924, the inhabitants of the Gatsrand attended worship services in their
respective religiousenominations andn accordance with the congregational boundaries in
Potchefstroom and Krugersdor/eekly ward services were still conducted reguldtiyhe
proclamation of Fochville as town in 1920 was one of the reasons that gave rise to the
founding of the first congregations in the area, namely the NH congregation irf41&2b

the DR congregation in 1935However, by 1948 members of the Gereformeerde Kerk still
fell under the Potchefstroom congregation because their membership numbers did not yet
meet the minimum required for a congregation of their o#WrThe Gereformeerde Church
members in the Gatsrand were originally divided into two wards, namely Lower Gatsrand and
UpperGatsrandeachof whichwasrepresentedn the Potchefstroomchurchcouncilby one

elder and one deacof. It was especially the Schuttes of Buffelsdoorn thstinguished
themselvesn theserespectiveoffices, interalia, PBchuttewho servedin the office of elder

from 1904 until 193938

31 potchefstroomGemeentg NGKerkargief)POT2: Kerkraadnotule8.4.1912.

32 potchefstroomcongregation (DR hurchArchives) POT2: Churchcouncilmeetingminutesof 8 April 1912.
Also, compare those of 16 May 1912.

33 PotchefstroomGemeente (N&erkargief), POZ: Kerkraadnotule, 2.10.1916. Vergelyk ook 5.6.1922 en
2.9.1922 Kykook Anon.,DieNederduitsctHervormdeGemeentd_osberg feesuitgawe 19251975,p.6 en N.H.
van der Walt (red.)Almanak van die Gereformeerde Kerk in $\fitka63,193B, p.77.

34 T.F.JDreyer(red.), Aimanaken Bybelsedagboekvan die NederduitsciHervozindeKerkvan Afrika, 67,1946,
p.57.

35 Anon. HalfeeufeesNGKerkLosberg19351985,p.B.

36 B.J.V. Naude (red.edenkuitgawe: Ontvangs van poskoets te Oberholzéd, Bebruarie 1952. 51.
TydensW¥ Yerkraadsvergademg van die GereformeerdegemeentePotchefstroomop 24 Septembed932is
die kwessievan beskikbaarheidzan erwe op Fochvillevir kerkdoeleindese berde gebring.Vanweégetalleis
besluit om nie verder op dié moontlikheid in te gaan nie. Kyk Potchefst@emeente (GereKerkargief),
verw. 1/5: Kerkraadnotule, 24.9.1932.

37 potchefstroomGemeentg GeretKerkargief)yerw. 1/4: Kerkraadnotule3.7.1908.

38 J.L.Cachet(red.), Almanakvoor de Gereformeerdeéerkin ZuidAfrika, 30, 1904,p.53. Kykook N.H.vander
Walt (red.),Almanak van die Gereformeerde Kerk in $\fiika64, 1939, p.71.
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He served in numerous advisory committ&eand played an active role during church
council meetings, inter alia, at a meeting of 12 Febru#g7. Schutte proposed that men
and women should not sit together during worship servigeshadbeencustomaryin the
earlychurch.Thisproposalwasacceptedby the church councit®

It would seem that the number of the Gereformeerde members of the Gatsrand had
increased to such an extent by 1930, that the two wards of the congregation justified a
second deacon and eldéfWards were consequently also started at Losberg, Rooipoort and
Klipdrift#> At this stage, one service was conducted at the various places per“term.
Expansion at the gold mines would give rise to the founding of an own congregation at
Gatsrand only in 1949. The new Gereformeerde congregation was called Buffeldoorns,
becausesomeof the veryfirst membersof the churchat Potchefstroomwere inhabitantsof

the farm Buffelsdoorri?

3.2 TheNederduitsciHervormdeKerk(NHChurch)
The NH congregation Losberg at Fochville branched out from the mother church at

Potchefstroom. New congregational boundaries were drawn and all the members of the
HervormdeKerkin the Gatsrandwvere includedwithin the new congregationaborders?®

A total of 767 members were included in the congregatio#44 communicant and 232
baptised members. Since the founding of the congregation, it took more than four years
beforethe first minister ofreligion,candidatefor the ministry PJ Smitwas installed. Athat
stage,the communicantmembershad alreadyincreasedby 26 and the baptisedmembers

by 129. The growth can possibly be ascribed to some members initially being reluctant to
join the new congregation and their changing their minds in the course offime.

Morning services were held on the first three Sundays of every month at Wonderfontein,
Herminaskool (Rietfontein number 659), Japiesrus (Leeuwpoort school), Kaalplaas,
Rhenosterfonteinand Modderfontein. From June1939, a regularworship servicewas also

held at the mining town Blyvooruitzicht.

3% potchefstroomGemeente (GerefKerkargief), verw. 1/4: Kerkraadnotule,2.7.1909 en Kerkraadnotule
23.3.1917.

40 potchefstroomGemeentgGeretKerkargief)yerw. 1/5: Kerkraadnotule12.2.1927.

41 PotchefstroomGemeentg GerefKerkargief)yerw. 1/5: Kerkraadnotule20.6.1930

42 potchefstroomGemeentgGeretKerkargief)yerw. 1/5: Kerkraadnotule24.9.1932

43 PotchefstroomGemeentg GerefKerkargief)yerw. 1/5: Kerkraadnotule31.3.1933

44 B.J.VNaudé(red.) GedenkuitgaweOntvangs/anposkoetge Oberholzer9-11 Februariel952,p.51

4 Anon.,DieNederduitsciHervormdeGemeenté osberg feesuitgawe19251975,p.6.

46 S.PEngelbrech{red.),AlmanakenBybelsalagboekvandie NederduitsciHerormdeKerkvanAfrika, 42, 1926,
p.65. Kyk oolAimanak en Bybelse dagboek46, 1930, p.61.

47 Anon.,DieNederduitsciHervormdeGemeentd_osberg feesuitgawe 19251975,pp.3, 10.
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Membersof the congregationliving outsidethe bordersof Fochville suchasJBWolmarans,

FPR Schutte, J Martins, AL Oosthuizen and JP Pretorius were members of the building
committee who had managed the finances and planning of an own church building.

However, the severe drought and depression (19283) already affected the
congregationalife in the early 1930s.Thebuildingof achurchbuilding consequentlifadto

be postponed for the time beintf.

ThereverendSmitturned his attention to the O K A f RatdBhjs®@hich had alreadybeen

GKS NBalLRyaroAfAdle 2F (GKS O2y3aINBIAFGA2yQa OFGiSOKAaAY O2YYAaaa
AaW2y ISt AyIAaPSNBY A

OKdzNOK I OGA@GAGASE o6t a GKS F2dzyRAy3a 2F (GKS
193449

By 1935,the NHcongregationLosbergat Fochvilleconsistedof 585 communicantand 445
baptised member®. In 1938, one year after the inauguration of the new church building,
Reverend Smit left the congregation. The relieving minister, JGM Dreyer of Potchefstroom
(exinhabitant of the farm Leeuwpoort in the Gatsrand), took all religious activities upon
himself5!

An increase in mining activities in the northern parts of Gatsrand caused the growth of
inhabitant numbers in that area. This implied that the congregation would either have to
extend the number of services held in the district or consider secession.3B afiention
wasgivento the possiblesecessiorof a congregationat Bank.Therewere alsonegotiations

with the NH congregation KrugersdotpThe start of the Second World War in 1939 may
possibly have been the reason that nothing happened regarding secession at this stage.

In 1942, Elder W van der Merwe of Leeuwpoort again drew the attention of the church
council to the secession issue. It was approved and was referred to the presbyterial executive
of Zeerustwhich alsoreactedpositivelyin responseto the idea.On 7 September 1946an

NH congregationwas establishedfor Bank in the school hall of Rooipoort with 250

communicant and 130 baptised membersS 3SNBEY R t DSSNIaSYl gl a

48 Anon.,DieNederduitsciHervormdeGemeentd osberg feesuitgawe19251975,pp.10,16.

4 Anon.,DieNederduitsciHervormdeGemeentd_osberg feesuitgawe 19251975,pp.7,10,13.

50 S.PEngelbrechfred.),AlmanakenBybelsalaghoekvandie NederduitschHervormdeKerkvanAfrika29, 1935
p.73.

51 Anon.,DieNederduitsciHervormdeGemeentd_osbergfeesuitgawe 19251975,p.15.

52 Anon.,DieNederduitsciHervormdeGemeentd_osbergfeesuitgawe 19251975,p.15.
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first minister. Thewardsof the new congregationwere composedmainly from out of the

congregations Losberg and Randpaoutt.

Prior to the secession of the new congregation Bank, a branch of the Nederduitsch

| SNIW2NYRS {Aa0SNARQ {20ASie ¢Fa F2dzyRSR G 522NYyF2yGSAy 2y p
this branch was to raise funds for congregational interests such as the buildindhofca ¢

hall, aswell asgeneralissuessuchasorphanagesandtheologicaltraining. Womentried to

raise funds for this purpose in each and every ward of the NH congregation L&Sberg.

Every sukbranch also saw to the needs of the poor in their own wnd/ith the secession

of the Bankcongregatiorin 1946, mentionwasmadein afinancialreport by the chairperson

2F GKS [2a0SNH o0NIyOK 2F (KS 22YSyQa-!aaz20AaliAzy 2F GKS 2
branches; probably Bank and Leeuwpod.

By 1948, the number of members of the NH congregation Losberg was as follows: 566

communicant and 396 baptised members. The decrease of 172 members could be largely

attributed to the secession of the daughter congregation at Bérithe phenomenal growth

of the Bankcongregatiorgaveriseto the foundingof the NHcongregatiorat Carletonville>®

3.3 TheDutchReformedChurch(DRChurchY @ b S R S Gdredaiméeiddr S NJ € 0
With the founding of the NH congregation at Losberg in 1925, it was feared that some DR

members might attend services of the Hervormde congregation and would become
membersof the HervormdeChurch.Thecongregationst Potchefstroomwere requestedto
considerthe founding ofa DutchReformedcongregation at Fochville. THER congregation
was founded in cooperation with the congregations Potchefstroom, Mooi River and
Vereeniging on 11 April 1938 At secession, the total number of souls counted 690, while

their neighbours, the NH congregation, at that stage already had £030.

53 p.SDreyer(red.),Aimanaken Bybelsedagboekvandie NederduitsciHervormdeKerkvan Afrika40, 1946,
p.160.Vergelykook Anon.,DieNederduitsciHervormdeGemeentd.osberg feesuitgawe,1928.975,p.16.
54 Volkswelsyren pensioene(SAB)yverw. 2872 nr. SWP8/777: Kontrolelys,27.5.1942 Kyk ook kontrolelys

8.5.1943.

% Volkswelsyren pensioeng SAB)yerw. 2872nr. SWRB/777: L. Steyn/SekretarisdepartementVolkswelsyn,
-14.8.1946.

% Volkswelsyren Pensioend SAB)yerw. 2872nr . SWPB/777: Finansieleverslag31.12.1946,

57 p.S.Dreyer(red.),AimanakenBybelselagboekvandie NederduitsctHervormdeKerkvanAfrika42,1948,p.78.
58 Anon.,DieNederduitsciHervormdeGemeentd.osbergfeesuitgawe 19251975,p.16.

5% Anon.,HalfeeufeesNGKerkLosberg19351985,p.8.

80 NGGemeentd_osbergFochville)Kerkraadsnotule] 1.4.1935.
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The DR congregation Losberg was divided into seven wards, namely Jachtfontein,
Kaalfontein, Losberg, Kaalplaats, Elandsfontein number 289, Kraalkop and Droogeheuwel.
Each ward consisted of three to six farfhsHowever, the division of the area into
congregational wards was not popular with everyone. Some did not want to leave their
existing congregationsndwere supportedby the relevantcongregationsltnitially only 40 of

the 200 members of the Mooi River congregation within the boundaries of the Losberg
congregation were willing to align with the new congregatiérit was especially older
members who choseot to join the new congregation, while their childrewere willing to

do so. The main reason that caused the unfortunate situation was that the Mooi River
congregation, according to the decision of the synod of 1917, upheld their right to exist
without anycongregational boundarie$hemembers werehereforenot obliged toactually

join the new congregatiof In 1946, the church council of the DR congregation Losberg once
again negotiated with the relevant members of Mooi River congregation. However, their
attempt at persuasion was unsuccesstulThe problem persisted until 1948 After the
division into wards in 1935, G Nel, the candidate for the ministry, was ordained as minister
of religion of the Losberg congregation in October. During visits in the wardalsdeld
regularworshipservicesThechurchbuilding atJachtfonteinvasalsousedfor this purposes®

In 1935, eight children were christened, while eleven were confirmed as church members
and one couple was married. Each of the seven wards in the congregation had a Sunday
school that was managed either by one or by two persons in a ward. There werethtiog

119 children in the seven Sunday schédls.

Youth societies of the DR congregation Losberg that were already functioning in 1945 were
G§KS / KAt RNBY [/ ANDES O64YAYRSNINIYy&aéd0ur GKS /KNRAGALY | 2dzy3 tS§
Endeavour Socie§! i (G KA& &dGF3S8Ss | o6NIyOK 2F (G(KS ¢NIXyaglrlt 22YSyQa
(TWMS)the a S y MigsionSociety(MMS)and a MissionaryWork Circlewere alsoactivein

the area®®

61 NGGemeente_osbergFochville)Kerkraadsnotule2.11.1935.

62 Anon., HalfeeufeesNG Kerk Losberg, 19351985, pp.89. Vergelyk ook H.R.B.(pseud.), "Mooirivier
(Potchefstroom)"Die Kerkbodexxxv 21, 22.5.1935, p.26.

8 Anon.,HalfeeufeesNGKerkLosberg19351985,p.17.

64 NGGemeentd_osbergFochville)Kerkraadsnotule9.11.1946.

8 Anon.,HalfeeufeedNGKerkLosberg19351985,p.24.

8 NG-Gemeentd_osbergFochville)Kerkraadnotule2.11.1935.

57 NGGemeentd_osbergFochville)Kerkraadnotule8.11.1936.

8 Anon.,HalfeeufeesNGKerkLosberg19351985,p.64.

89 Sendingwerlword verderaanin hierdiehoofstukbehandel.
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After the founding of the DR congregation at Venterspost outside the Gatsrand in 1946, the
membershipnumbersof the Losbergcongregationwere decreasedAt secessiorRooipoort,
Blyvooruitzicht, Welverdiend, Wonderfontein and Bank fell within the boundaries of the new
congregation’® Owingto this, thetotal numberof membersof the DRcongregatiorLosberg,
which in 1946 had a number of souls of 1 342, decreased to 1 050 in1947.

The growing number of inhabitants of the northern parts of the Gatsrand (due to goldmine
activities) created the need for the founding of yet another congregation. On 27 November
1948, the DR congregation Oberholzer seceded from the mother congregatibergand

the congregatioriVenterspost witha membershipof 600.ReverendPLErasmusvasthe first
minister. Worship services were held in the new school building, as well as ia¢tesational

hall of the Blyvooruitzicht miné&

In spite of the loss of members to the congregations Venterspost and Oberholzer, the DR
congregatiorLosbergwith its 593 communicantand 440 baptisedmembersremainedone

of the biggest of all the congregations (NH congregations excluded) in the Gatsrand by

194873

3.4 Otherdominations
The inhabitants of Gatsrand were not only Afrikaans speakers and descendants of the

Voortrekkers A considerablenumber of Englishspeakersand membersof other raceslived

in the areag especially by the end of the thirties of the twentieth century when gold was
discovered*

In response to a request by the Englsieaking officials of thgold mines in Gatsrand, a
minister of theWesleyan/Methodist Church, Reverend J Cox, held worship services in the
recreationahallat Blyvooruitzichfor white andblackmineworkerseveryfifth Sundayrom

194275 The number of English speakers increased to such an extent that one service per
month wassooninadequate.Ministersthat were active in the areaof Ventersdorpand
Randfontein were unable to hold more than one service for the mineworkers owing to

other local commitments.

0 Anon.,HalfeeufeesNGKerkLosberg19351985,p.35.

" NGGemeentd_osbergFochville)Kerkraadnotule22.3.1947.

2. NGGemeenteLosberg(Fochville),Kerkraadnotule28.10.1948.Vergelykook W. HagarWatson, "Down
memory lane...," p.52.

3 NGGemeente_osbergFochville)Kerkraadnotule27.3.1949.

74 Vergelykvoetnote 75-82en 83-104.

5 B.J.VNaudé(red.),GedenkuitgaweOntvangs/an poskoetde Oberholzer9-11 Februariel 952,p.11.
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In 1948, Reverend DC Thompson, superintendent of the West Rand Circle, was approached
with a petition in which more services at Blyvooruitzicht were requestedverend
Thompson, in collaboration with the spiritual workers of the circle, decided that one service
per month would be held starting October. Mine officials nevertheless started tofiaisis

for aministerof their own. In1949,ReverendCGSSpencer acceptethe callas minister for

the gold mines in the Gatsraril At that stage, there were 80 souls and one Hobson and a
Mrs Ackermann were responsible for the Sunday school cld$ses.

The first worship service of the Anglican Church (Church of the Province of South Africa) was
heldin the recreationalhall of Blyvooruitzichby FatherCJGCutterin 1940.Theneed was so

great that it was decided to have monthly worship services. From 1945, services were
conducted by Fathers ES Muller and HR Higjigs1948, the church was given permission by

the Executive Council to build both a church and a parsofiage.

Although a Jewish congregation for the Carletonville ayghe Carletonville and District
Hebrew Congregation was founded only in August 1951, with T Waks as chajreeavires

were already held in private homes prior to 1948. Jews like the Rosenktaischers and
Woolfsons, who had been in the Gatsrand from about 1893, probably also prattisied
religiousactivitiesin this way owing totheir beingspreadoverthe area® At that stage, the
closest synagogues were those of Johannesburg and the Witwater&rand.

Inthe thirties, afew Indians settledn especiallythe northernareafor the purposeof trading.

Like the Jewish families, they practised their religion in private homes. A Muslim priest often
conducted worship services for Indian families at the house of | Nosarka at Bank. On this
occasiorchildrenwere givenreligiousinstructionby the priest. AnIndianmosque knownas

the Bank and district Moslem Masjid, was founded at Bank only in the fiftié%.

76 W. HaganWatson,"Downmemorylane...",p.52.

77 B.J.V.Naudé (red.), Gedenkuitgawe Ontvangsvan poskoetste Oberholzer9-11 Februarie1952, p. 13.
Vergelyk ook W. Hagenl G &2y X b526y YSY2NE Il ySXhs LibpH®

78 B.J.VNaudé(red.),GedenkuitgaweOntvangs/anposkoetse Oberholzer9-11 Februariel 952,p.21.

7 UitvoerendeRaadvandie Unie(SAB)yerw.2553nr. 3441: ToestemminganJohannesbur@iocesan Trustees,
18.10.1948.

80 Carletonvillg(PUvir CHO)yerw. 3: OnderhoudT.Waks,15.4.1987 Vergelykook B.J.VNaudé(red.),
GedenkuitgaweOntvangssanposkoetde Oberholzer9-11 Februariel952,pp.17,19.

81 G.Shimoni JewsandZionismTheSouthAfricanexperience1910-1956,pp.22,65.

82 Carletonvillg(PUvir CHO)yerw. 3: OnderhoudT.Nosarka27.5.1987.
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3.5 Missionarywork
As far as is known, it was only the Berlin Missionary Society and the Reformed Church that

had already started with missionary work in the Gatsrand by the sixties of the nineteenth
century, everthoughthe activitiesof the ReformedChurchare not quite clear inthisregard.

PJW Schuttef Buffelsdoornand an elder of the Reformedcongregationof Potchefstroom

had already mentioned in 1863 to Reverend S Hofmeyertiasionary work ought to be
R2yS Y2y3ail BEHBAYRASIEKESWESHSNEYRQa oNAST adle A0GK {OKdzidSxz
held worship servicedfor black labourerof the farm and surrounds.It is alsopossiblethat
Schutte regularly taught them from the Bible.

By 1879, the Berlin Missionary Society (BMS) congregation at Potchefstroom already
consisted of approximately 97 persons, most of which were black labourers of the town.
Reverend Kdéhlerwhowasserving hereworkedfor the causeof startingoutpostswhere an
evangelist could deal with missionary work. Two such outposts that were established,
namelyGatsrandand Losbergwere apparentlyso enthusiasticthat it causedKohlergreat

joy. A school building was, for instance, built at Losberg and, by 1899, members of the
congregation contributed one shilling per month to help with the expansion of the
congregatiort*

The Anglican Church, which commenced with missionary work at Potchefstroom after the
AngloBoer War of 188881, caused problems for the BMS. Apart from missionary
ministering in the town, Anglican evangelists also travelled around the district and even
convincedBMSmembersto join their church.In 1888,the Berlinevangelist at Losberfpr
instance, joined the Anglican Chur&h.

In the nineteenth century, missionary work was done predominantly by Ergpishking
churches. Boersn the other hand,displayeda negativeattitude with regardto missionary

work 88 It is known that some believed that the natives of Africa were descendants of Ham

8 S, Hofmeyer, Twintig jaar in ZoutpansbergEenverhaal van twintig jaren arbeid onder Heidenenin de
Transvaalp.89.

8 D.W.vander Merwe, "Die geskiedenisandie BerlynseSendinggenootskajn Transvaall860-1900",
Argiefjaarboekir SuidAfrikaansegeskiedenid6(1),1984,p.96.

85 D.W.vanderMerwe,& 5 @eSkiedenivandie BerlynseSendinggenootskain Transvaall860m o n é =
ArgiefjaarboelvanSuidAfrikaansegeskiedenigd6(1),1984,p.96.

86 J.W.Kok,Sonderlingerrug,p.20.
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(GenesiN:25)8 ThisScripturallybasedracismactually permeatedthe domain of defence.

The regular wars against black tribes and the use that the British made of blacks against whites
during the AngleBoer War (1894.902) were factors that promoted the negative attitude
towards missionary activitie®s.

Apartfrom ministersof religion, onlyafew form the farmingcommunityregardedthemselves

Fa KIgAy3a 0688y OFftftSR G2 YAyAadSN G2 GKS
started teaching at Gatsrand in 1894, cherished the ideal of doing missionary work among
the blacks®® In 1895, he founded the Nederduitsch Hervormde (or Gereformeerde Zending
[Missionary] Congregation Transvaal at Potchefstrd@ide left the teaching profession to

act as missionary minister for the district of Potchefstroom. Apparently, worship services
were not held everywhere in the district so that those wishing to attend had to travel to
Potchefstroon®?

s

LAYINGHECORNERSTORETHEMISSIONCHURCATFOCHVILLE948
Photo:NederduitseGereformeerdeCongregationl-osbergFochville)

TheAngloBoerWar caused missionaagctivities togrind toa halt. Thesewere to resume only

after the declarationof peace On15Novemberl905,womenof the DutchReformed

87 G.C.Pvander Vyver ProfessoDirk Postma,18181890,p.411.

88 J.W .Kok,Sonderlingerrug, p.20.

89 CarletonvillgPUvir CHO)yerw. 3: Bandopname).M.FTerburg,30.9.1987.

% C.SpoelstraHetkerkelijkengoedsdienstigevender Boerema denGrootenTrek,p.604.
91 CarletonvillgPUvir CHO)yerw. 3: Bandopnamel.M.F Terburg,30.9.1987.
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Churchstartedthe Transvaa 2 Y S Wli@sionSociet TWMS) irPretoria®2 Brancheof the
society were established all over the Transvaal, having in mind to focus on missionary work
andpoorrelief.In 1933, 15sistersof the DRcongregatiorLosbergoundedabranch with Mrs

J Freislich as chairpers&hThefirst missionshazaarof the TWMSbranchat Losberg wakeld

on 24 October 193@nd the proceeds were used for local missionary work. An evangelist was
also appointed for mine workers in the northern parts of Gatsr&hinother society of the

5w [/ KdzZNDKZ GKS aSyQa araarzy {20AS8Sie& oaa{0X gKAOK ¢+a Sadlof
branch at Losberg ih938.HAMuller was thefirst chairpersor?® Accordingo the 1947-1948
financial statement of the branch, money was donated to indigent organisations outside
Gatsrand for missionary wofR.

LYy !'LINARE mopnmZ GKS oNIyOKSa 2F GKS aa{ lyR (KS ¢NIXyagdrlt 22Y
at Losberg met for the purpose of addressing the founding of a local missionary congregation.
Money to build a house for an evangelist was handed to the church cani@#44 Theyalso
undertook tocontribute£30annuallywith regardto the LIS NB& 2 y &73n 1345, thé TWMS

and the MMS, in cooperation with the church council, ordained evangelist Leslie Matsoele at
Fochville. The mission church of the Losberg congregation was inaugurated on 25 June
1949% Missionary services were also held in the second township of the Blyvooruitzicht
YAYSS 4%KS | Afféd

A missionarywork circleof the DRChurchwasestablishedn Fochvillein 1939. Thework

circletried to supportmissionarywork bothinsideand outsideGatsrandThelocal TWMS

and MMS branches were also supported financially by the Missionary Work €ircle.

Atthe start of miningactivitiesat Blyvooruitzichin 1937 ,the AnglicanChurchstartedwith

missionarywork among the black mineworkerg/orship services were held intheA y S Q &

92 J.W. KokSonderlinge vrugp.22, 3032.Vergelyk ook D.W. van der Merwe "Die geskiedenis van die Berlynse
Sendinggenootskain Transvaal1860-1900."Argiefjaarboekvir SuidAfrikaansegeskiedenid6(1), 1984, p.96.
9 NGGemeente_oshergFochville) Transvaals®rouesendingvereniginglotule, Oktober1933.

% NGGemeente Losberg (Fochville), TransvaalseVrouesendingverenigingFinansiéle state, 5.11.1935
30.6.1949.

% Anon.,HalfeeufeesNGKerkLosberg19351985,p.49.Vergelykook J.W Kok,Sonderlingerrug, p.40.

% NGGemeentd_osbergFochville)MannesendingbondFinansiélestatevir 19471948.

97 NGGemeente_osbergFochville) Transvaals¥rouesendingvereniginglotules,26.4.1941en5.8.1944.

% Anon.,HalfeeufeeNGKerkLosberg19351985,pp.4849.

% W.Haganwatson,"Downmemorylane...",p.52.

100 NG Gemeentd_osberg Fochville)SendingwerkkringEinansiéleverslagvir 1.7.194730.6.1948Vergelyk ook
Kerkraadnotule, 15.4.1939.

64| Page



FANBG NBAARSYUGALFE FNBFIZ G¢KS AW MNLRAS gednisdiomzsis G KS FTNSIdzSyoe 2F (KSa
grantedby the ExecutiveCouncil tousea pieceof landat Blyvooruitzicht to build a church building and

parsonage for black$? The Roman Catholic Church was also granted permission to start building a

parsonage and church building for blacks at BlyvooruitZ&inh 1949, the Methodist Church applied

for similar permissiof%

It is conspicuous that only English churches were established as close as possible to the Blyvooruitzicht
mine in order to minister to black mine workers. On the other hand, the Afrikahnechespreferred
to conducttheir missionarywork from outside Blyvooruitzicht and to then have worship services there

according to fixed arrangements.

101 W, HaganWatson,"Downmemorylane...",p.52.

102 YitvoerendeRaadvandie Unie (SAB)verw. 2535nr, 2676: ToestemminganJohannesbur@iocesan Trustees
(Anglican Church), 9.6.1948.

103 yitvoerendeRaadvandie Unie (SAB)yerw. 2535nr. 2700: Toestemmingaan TransvaaVikariaat,18.7.1948

104 UitvoerendeRaadvandie Unie(SAB)yerw. 2662nr. 2628: ToestemmingaanMethodist Churclof South Africa,
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7.5.1949.

CHAPTEROUR

TEACHINGNDEDUCATION

4.1 Teachingrior to 1900

Before the appointment of a Superintendent of Education in the Transvaal in 1879, teaching
gla YlFAyte (KS LisoiynésiparendiBdulddring, Either hdividiaby or

in groups,a privateteacherfor afew months2 Thesewere especiallyunskilledroamingtype
teachers that offered their services on farfs.

During the session of the Volksraad on 19 September 1864, a regulation was formulated
according to which any teacher teaching children on farms had to see to it that the children
actuallydid learnto read, writeanddo arithmetic(Thethree Rsrreading,writing, arithmetic).
Children also had to be taught Biblical histéry.

There is no record of any private schools and teachers in the Gatsrand prior to 1879. Since
1864, state printer JPBorriuswithdrew from publiclife duringthe civilwar becausene opted

to remain neutral. He lived on the farm Blyvooruitzicht of his motindaw for six months
where he taught children while the civil war was being fought in the ZARially, Borrius

was not remunerated for his services, but in 1887 his methdaw granted permission for

him to claim remuneration with overdue interest from his fatkiest | 6 Q&6 Sa il 4 S P

1 H.M.vanColler,Dieburgerlikelewein Potchefstroontentye vandie EersteVryheidsoorlogp.19.

2 J.H.Pvander Walt, Onderwyssan Blankesn die Ventersdormistriktot 1970(M.Edproefskrif,1977),pp.41-
42. Vergelykook M.G. Hoon, Die finansieringvan die onderwysvan die Blankesin die ZAR(D.Ed-proefskrif,
1955), p.26.

3 A.N.PelzerGeskiedenigsandie SuidAfrikaanseRepubliekl: Wordingsjarep.195.

4 J.H.Breytenbachen H.S Pretorius,Notulevan die Volksraadvan die Zuid-AfrikaanscheRepubliekTrasvaal
nr. 5, 18641866,p.177.

5 F.Vermooten,J.PBorrius:¥ {rukkerpionier,18401892,p.21.

6 StaatsCourantderZARnr. 217,13.7.1887p.507.Borriusseeisvir agterstalligerente is waarskynlikuniek
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JPBORRIUS

Photo:FVermooten, JP Borrius: A pioneer printer

In 1866, PJW Schutte appointed a teachene Bakker at
Buffelsdoorn at a monthly remuneration of ten shillings, half

F 613 2F FE26SNI I yR’SoamafeS i KAy 3¢ (2 &fl daAKGSND
his appointment, Schutte dismissed him owing to his
erroneous interpretation of the Bible. He was replaced by
one Kouts,who wasalsodismissedsometimelater whenit
became clear that he had tailoring as goal rather than
teaching the childres.

By1874 teachingin the Gatsrandwvasstill of apoor quality

and inadequate, as was the case in most parts of 2R
President TF Burgers and the Volksraad decided to raise
education standards in the ZAR. An education act was
accepted. Provision was made, inter alia, for the

establishment of schools on farms and in towAgrom

1880until the AngleBoerWar in 1899, there were about 25 farm schoolsfunctioning inthe
Gatsrandt!

Inadequate lodging facilities often dissuaded teachers and consequently farm schools were
often having a lack of competent teachéfsThus it happened that the Department of
Education in 1895 appointed Miss ACM Martins as a teacher even though she was still minor.
Educationfacilities and books were also inadequateat the majority of farm schools. Even

elementary teaching called for extensive effétt.

7 W.P.du PlessisPhillipusJacobusVilhelmusSchutteaskerkman,p.48.

8 S.LBarnard,W #istoriespedagogiesevalueringvan die onderwysvan die Transvaals@laasskool 1838
1967(D.Ed-proefskrif, 1971), p.47.

9 J.CCoetzeep 5 HeSkiedenivandie onderwysin Potchefstroom1838m y oip&.J.Hvander Walt (red.),
Potchefstroom, 1838938,p.160. Vergelyk ook A.N. PelzEgskiedenisan die Suid FNA 1 I  y&S wSLddzof A S| X=
p.195.

10 J.SduPlessisd 5 SultiAfrikaansav S LJdzo ih @.EIMéllér (red.)in 500jaar SuidAfrikaanse geskiedenis,
p.231. Vergelyk ooRe Volkstem7.2.1874, p.2.

11 Raadpleedabel 6 vir W jfs van plaasskolevat voor 1900in die Gatsrandbestaanhet. Die saamgestelde
tabelisoorwegendverkryuit dokumentevandie argiefvandie Transvaals©nderwysdepartemenfTAB).

12 5.1.WRoosOnderwysn Transvaa(M.Ed-verhandeling1952) p.69.

13 SuperintendentzanOnderwyg TAB)yverw.0D213nr. 6024/95: TOD/A.C.MMartins, 11.7.1895.

14 Superintendentvan Onderwys(TAB)verw.0D213nr. 8827/96:A.J vander Walt/TOD, 8.11.1896/ergelyk
ook verw. OD 213, nr. 8098/96: J. van der Tak/TOD, 26.1.1896.
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Parents had a say in educational matters via school commissions, the members of which were
elected by those living on the farm3School commissions were responsible for the provision

of furniture. Therealsohadto be supervision withregardto administrativematters such as

book orders and the quarterly forwarding of subsidy statements to the Department of
Educationt®

Children were taught biblical history and the elementary subjectise three Rs (reading,
writing andarithmetic). Attentionwasalsogivento singing!” Accordingo inspectionreports

of schooldn the Gatsrand, it would seerthat the inspectorfoundteaching in theareato be

elementary, yet functional®

PUPILBANDSTAFBFTHESCHOOELANDSFONTEIN NUMBER 289, 1904
Photo:ReverendA Brink

15 Superintendentvan Onderwys(TAB) verw. 0D 635: Registerop dorp en wykskolemet kommissies 1895

1899.

16 DeVolkstem7.2.1882 Vergelykook J.H OippenaarDieonderwysvanBlankesn Krugersdorp1887-1939,

p.49.

17 Transvaabe OnderwysdepartementOnderwysmuseum)erslagvandie Staatvanhet openbaaronderwijs

in de ZAR over het dienstjaar, 1885, 16.3.1885, p.3. Vergelyk ook Superintendent van Onderwys (TAB), verw. 0D
213 nr. 3512/96: A.J. van der Walt/TOD, 22.4.1896 en verw. OD 210 nr. 1532/90: Getuigskrif D.H. Viljoen,
9.7.1890.

18 Transvaals®©nderwysdepartementOnderwysmuseum)/ erslagvanden Staatvan het openbaaronderwijs

in de ZAR over het dienstjaar, 1886,24.8.1886, Wdigelyk ook Verslag nr. 1885, 16.4.1885, p.3 en 1887
3.10.1887, p.6.
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It is uncertain whether children were taught in schoolbuildings.The 18851886 inspection

reports mention that the rooms (possibly rooms in the farmhouses or sheds) in which
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children were taught at Jachtfontein and Buffelsdoorn were not spacious entugh.

Sometimest alsohappenedthat afarmercouldprovidesuchad Of | & a NRMséfor | y R

GKS (Sl OKSNDa dzasS 2y | GSYLER2NINE o6lara 2yfeées airAyoS AdG Yleée KI
use?° Details regarding the accommaodation for other farm schools prior to 1900 could not

be traced.

4.2 Teaching1902-1937
Teaching imost ofthe Gatsrandiarm schoolsgraduallygroundto a halt andwere closedat

the start of the AngleBoer War. Substitutes for teachers who had joined the commandos
were simply not availablg: After the Peace Treaty of Vereeniging in 1902, education matters
were taken over by the British administratiéf.

From 1902, parents in the Gatsrand immediately started t@stblish schools for their
chidren2 | 23 S@SNE {ANJ ! {f FNBR aAfySNRaE NBO2yadNuzOiAz2y LINRINIFYYS
traditional teaching/educatio* His Education Ordinance of 1903 limited the teaching of
Dutch to only five hours per week. Although protesting Afrikaners consequently established
schoolsfor ChristianNational Education(the so-called CNEschools)?® it would appearthat

die majority of farm schools in die Gatsrand, probably because of a lack of funds, had to make
useof governmenthelpandthushadto put up with Englishteachers?® Theonly CNE schools

were established at Kaalplaats, Boschhoek, Klesberg, Deelkraal andakplaats”
Farmschoolssuchasthoseat Jachtfontein OogvanWonderfontein,Doornkloof, Boschhoek,

Driefontein number 461, Elandsfontein number 493, Kaalfontein,

19 Transvaals©nderwysdepartementOnderwysmuseum)/ erslagvanden Staatvanhet openbaaronderwijs

in de ZAR over het dienstjaar 1885, 16.4.1885, p.3. Vergelyk ook Verslag nr. 1886, 24.8.1886,

p.6.

20 SuperintendenvanOnderwysTAB)yerw.0D210nr. 1532/90:GetuigskriD.H.Viljoen,9.7.1890.

2L A, Barnard,Die groei van plattelandseonderwys(Blank)in Transvaal 18361934 (MA-verhandeling,1935),

p.58.

22 F.CSymingtonOnderwysn die Transvaal 1900-1907(D.Ed-proefskrif,1948),p.28.

23 B.J.VNaude(red.),GedenkuitgaweOntvangs/anposkoetse Oberholzer9-11Februariel 952,p.52. Vergelyk

ook Carletonville (PU vir CHO), verw. 3: Bandopname J.M.F. Terburg, 30.9.1987.

2 3. AWiid,& 2 S S NP 19624 dzaiy EW.Kriiger(red.), Geskiedenisan SuidAfrika,p.459.

% Transvaals®©nderwysdepartemenfOnderwysmuseumReportfor the yearended Decemberl906,p.8,

p.8.

2% A, Barnard, Die groeiSy 2y Gg6A11StAy3a @Iy plah Merdelgkt dok RranSvaalgey RS NB & a X =
OnderwysdepartementOnderwysmuseumReportfor the yearendedDecemberl906,pp.128129.

27 we/ o /2803158y a5AS 3ISa1ASRSyAa Gly RAS 2yRSN¥ea Ay t200KSTaAaldNR2Y ododé
Potchefstroom18381839,p.234.Vergelykook CarletonvillgPUvir CHO)yerw. 3: Bandopname).M.F. Terburg,

30.9.1987.
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Hartebeesfontein, Kleinfontein and Rietspruit never reopened after the ¥valew schools
were added at Rooipoort (Mérester), Blyvooruitzicht, Kaalplaats, Kalbasfontein, Rietfontein
number 274, Vlakfonteinnumber 364, Taaiboschspruiand Elandsfonteimumber 494 in the
period 190219102°

To some of the farm schools poor attendance served as the deathblow. Long distances to

schools and the apathy of parents towards schooling caused them to rather use their

childrenaslabourerson the farmson account ofalabour shortageThiscontributedto the

& AR RS
threat to the right of existence of some schoéfs.

PUPILANDSTAFBDFTHEROOIPOORSD SCHOO11916
Photo:CUys(Potchefstroom)

28 Transvaals©nderwysdepartementOnderwysmuseumReportfor the yearendedDecemberl906,

pp.128129.

2% Transvaase OnderwysdepartementOnderwysmuseum)Reportfor the yearendedJunel910,pp.298302.

Vergelyk oak verw. 03/83/176: Rooipoort 50 skooljoernaal, 19882, 1.1.1910.

0 A Banard5AS INBSA Sy 2y isAll St A yWwAS Hergelyd diok Transvdalsey RaS 2y RSNB & axs
Onderwysdepartement(Onderwysmuseum)yverw. D3/78/801: Welverdiend skooljoernaal, 1907-1924,

rapport van afwesigheid, 1.113-12-1912.
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Theschoolboardat Potchefstroonmadeefforts to centraliseschools irthe areaas earlyas

in 1907, so that teachers could be used more meaningfully. It was recommended that there
shouldbe onlyfive schoolspamelyat Kalabasfonteir§100pupils),Wonderfontein/Rooipoort

(100 pupils), Elandsfontein number 360 (60 pupils), Kaalplaats (80 pupils) and Rietfontein
number 659 (60 pupils} The recommendation was never followed up and parents
continued to ask for the opening of still more schools. The school at Wonderfontein (which
was opened in 1904) and the one at Blyvooruitzicht had to be amalgamated with Rooipoort
50 owing to a drop in ypil numbers32 On 30 July 1909, Cardoville was closed for the same
reason3® In 1919, Blyvooruitzicht reopened with N Roux as teacher. As a result of his death
in 1924 and a drop in pupil numbers, the school was closed in ¥d241919, Driefontein
number 388, Stompoorfontein, Klipdrift and Bank were opened and, after a brief existence,
Driefontein number 388, as well as Bank were closed in $®B&ery new school that was
opened inevitably caused the number of pupils of one or two other schools in the area to
decrease, and consequently the chances were slim with regard to additionaihstafbers3®

Farm schools that were reopened after the AnBloer War, suffered from a lack of
accommodatiorowingto the ruined farm buildings.Initially, tentsé & a | F{SK 3 ty W&NER € 0

used and bully beef cases and bins were used as $eAtsthe education

T

ROOIPOORD SCHOOCOMMITTEEQ10
Photo: Anon.,Commemorative Album 50 School,
1910-1960

31 Transvaake Onderwysdepartemen{TAB),verw. W217: PotchefstroomSkoolraad=notule, 7.1.1908.F.R.P.
Schutte was in dié jaar vismorsitter van die Skoolraad.

32 Transvaals©nderwysdepartementOnderwysmuseumyerw. D3/83/176:Rooipoort50 skooljoernaal,
19061932, 1.1.1910.

33 Transvaals©nderwysdepartementOnderwysmuseumReportfor the yearendedJune1910,p.299.

34 DeWestelikeStem,6.5.1924p.4en30.7.1924p.6.

35 AL Kotzé, "J.vander Tak",OnderwysblacLVI11(544),1.7.1945pp.1819. Vergelykook DeWestelike Stem,
23.4.1924, p.2.

3¢ Transvaals©nderwysdepartemen(TAB)verw. W217:PotchefstroomSkoolraadnotule9.8.1910 Vergelyk
ook Transvaalse Onderwysdepartement (Onderwysmuseum), verw. D1/76/173: Petisie ondertekenaars
Leeuwspruit/Potchefstroom Skoolraad, 25.3.1916.

37 Transvaals©nderwysdepartementOnderwysmuseumyerw. D3/83/176:Rooipoort50 skooljoernaal,
19061932, 27.10.1906. Vergelyk ook ve®B175/139: Elandsfontein nr. 289 skooljoernaal, 12084,
1.1.1906.
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administration improved, temporary classrooms with corrugated roofs were constri#éted.
Schools such as Klein Losberg, Rooipoort 50, Welverdiend and Elandsfontein number 289 had
G2 2N) Y2NB GSYLERNINER OflaaNr2yYaxr Fa ¢Sttt Fa o028aQ |yR 3IANIaQ
for the children3® Over againsthat, there were schoolsthat hadto cope with the most
primitive circumstances imaginable. After the opening of the Klipdrift School in 1919 the
teacher, J van deFak, had to teach the children in a sta#é’he 1925 inspection report of

the school at Wonderfontein, which reopened on 27 January 1925 with M Wissing as
principal, makesnentionof the dilapidatedschoolbuilding onthe farm, abuilding that haca

lackof circulationandlight. Thefurniture wasprimitive andteachingaidswere inadequate?*

A lack of funds complicated the task of some school commissions to provide schools with
furniture and weHlequipped rooms? Insufficientfunds, inadequateacilities andteaching

aids were probablgome ofthe reasons whyupilsat farm schoolsn the Gatsrandwith the
exceptionof Klipdrift, could obtain only a primary educational qualification (Std 1 to Std 6)

until 1948. For further qualifications, pupils had to go to Potchefstrddim September 1930,
Inspector JG de Vos approved a secondary section (Stds 7 and 8, or also known as forms Il
and Il1) for the school at Klipdrift since its parents were prepared to provide buildings for this
purpose at their expense. Two rooms were fuh@d for these two standards, while a small
corrugated iron building with cement floors was to be used as a laboratory for the teaching

of Science. Other subjects offer@dthese standardsincludedHistory, English Accounting,

Art and AfrikaansGrammar and Literaturé#

38 Departementlustisig TAB), verwAG85/08nr. 1557:Toestemmingir die oprigtingvanskoolgeboue20.4.1908.

%% Publieke Werke Departement (SAB), veb&76: Welverdiend school erection and additions, 6.1. 1%k
ook Laerskool De Beer: Gedenkblad, 18880, 100ste bestaansjagy, 7 en Carletonville (PU vir CHO), verw.
1: HerinneringeM.M. vander Westhuizenp.2 sowelasverw. 3: Bandopnames.M.F Terburg,30.9.1987en K.

du Preez, 6.11.1986.

40 A L.Kotzé, "J.vander Tak",OnderwysblacKLVI1I(544),1.7.1945pp.18-19.

41 Transvaalse Onderwysdepartement (Onderwysmuseum),verw. D1/83/153: Rapport van inspeksie
Wonderfontein, 17.3.1925.

42 J.CCoetzeef 5 geSkiedenizandieOnderwysnt 2 (i O K S ¥ anANBZ&ivdXriValt (red.),
Potchefstroom,1838938, pp.238241.

43 K.J. Kerling, "Laer Gedenkskool Danie Theron," p.4. Wonderfontein was die eerste skool in die Gatsrand, naas
Klipdrift wat hoérskoolstatusverkry het, maar eersin 1951.Kyk ook S.L.Barnard,¥ Yistoriespedagogiese
evaluering van die onderwys van die Transvaalse plaasskook1B&38p.200.

44 J.CCoetzeePioniersrandie skoolplaaslipdrift: JoharenJohannaSchutte 19231938,pp.15,17.
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After 1902, as was the case prior to the AnBloer War, pupils were still taught the
elementarysubjectswith the addition of poetryandthe writing of compositions*® Although

the teachingoccurredvia Englishmedium,the Dutchversionof the Biblewasstill used.The

English teaching of the lower classes (Standards 1 and 2) was only of an oral nature, while that
of the higher classes included reading as ell.

Language Ordinance Number 5 of 1911 placed both languages (English and Afrikaans) on an
equalfooting at school levet something bywhich the Afrikaanspeaking children ithe
Gatsrand undoubtedly benefittetf. The inspection reports of schools such as Elandsfontein
number289, Welverdiend® andKleinLosberg werdull of praiseafter 1911for the progress

that children made in these schools.

PUPIL&NDSTAFBFTHENVELVERDIENETHOOIN 1916
Photo:BJWaudé(ed.),Commemorative Edition: Receipt of mail coach
By1912, theschoolat Elandsfonteirhada largenumberof pupilswho were better qualified
than peers at standard five levels. This figure exceeded theabed firstrate schools for
lower teaching in Potchefstrooff. In 1915, Klein Losberg was regarded as one of the

country/farm schools in the Potchefstroom district that made the best progtéss.

4 Anon., GedenkalbunRooipoort50 skool,1910-1960, p.15. Vergelykook Transvaals@©nderwysdepartement
(Onderwysmuseum), vervid/75/139: Elandsfontein nr. 289 skooljoernaal, 19@84, 2.3.1906.

46 Transvaalse Onderwysdepartement (Onderwysmuseum), verw. D3/83/176: Rooipoort 50 skooljoernaal,
19061932,27.10.1906Vergelykook S.L Barnard,W Historiespedagogiesevalueringvandie onderwysvan

die Transvaalse plaasskool, 18B867,p.193.

47 A.Barnard Diegroeienontwikkelingvanplattelandseonderwys...p.103.Vergelykook F.C Symington,
Onderwysn die Transvaal1900-1907,p. 30.

48 Transvaals©nderwysdepartementOnderwysmuseumyerw. D3/78/801:Welverdiendskooljoernaal,
19071924.

4% Transvaals®©nderwysdepartemenOnderwysmuseumyerw.D3/75/139:Elandsfonteimr. 289 skooljoernaal,
19061934, 10.3.1912.

50 DieWestelikeStem,30.9.1915p.7.
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After the Department of Education had revised the curriculum, it was implemented in all
schoolsin 1915.Subjectssuchas GeographyHistory, Natural Historyand PhysicalTraining

were added?! Only the schools at Elandsfontein number 289, Hermina (Rietfontein number
659) and Klein Losberg, which had more than three teachers, were allowed to also offer
Needlework andArt of Cookingrom 1915.Elandsfonteirwas oneof the three centresin the

district of Potchefstroom where Manual Crafts (probably Woodwork) were offetefs
schools such as Klipdrift, Wonderfontein, Blyvooruitzicht and Welverdiend expanded, these
subjects were offered there as wéfl.

The country/farm schools were characterised by a measure of informality. School
commissionsin consultationwith the teacher(s)3determinedschoolhoursat their discretion.

The same arrangements applied to the planning of school holidays. Sometimes there was
school on a Saturday if a weekday had to be set aside for other matters. Schools did not open
on days of funerals in the area and on special birthdays sudhaa®f the school principal

and the King of England. However, the Superintendent of Educhéd to be notified of such
arrangements$?*

Transport problem&lsosometimescauseda schoolto be closedfor a day owing topoor
attendance. Muddy conditions owing to foul weather often caused pupils to experience
problems with getting to school to schoglthose who had to walk, as well as those who

rode on the backs of horses or donkéys.

The Potchefstroom school board saw to it that enough donkeys were provided to every

school.In 1910,the schoolboardpurchasedb3 donkeysof which32 were givento schools

51 A.Barnard Diegroeienontwikkelingvanplattelandseonderwys...p.108.

52 Transvaalse Onderwysdepartement (Onderwysmuseum), verw. D3/75/139: Elandsfontein nr. 289
skooljoernaal1906:1934.Vergelykook Losberd TAB)yverw. WHA1666:LosbergSkoolkommissie, 9051938 en
Carletonville versameling (PU vir CHO), verw. 3: Onderhoud A.M.C. Pretorius, 3.4.1987.

B YOWP YSNIAy3As a[F SN DSRSyl1&a122f 5FyAS ¢KSNRyYyZé Llbod xSNHStf&] 221 ¢NIy
(Onderwysmuseum), verw. D1/83/153: Rapport van inspeksie Wonderfontein/ Potchefstroom Skoolraad,
27.9.192%n J.C Coetzeed 5 feSkiedeniwandie Onderwysint 2 (i OK S T AiniABHZ ari dedvdedt(red.),
Potchefstroom 1838938, p.261.

5 Transvaalse Onderwysdepartement (Onderwysmuseum), verw. D3/75/139: Elandsfontein nr. 289
skooljoernaal, 1904934 en D3/83/176: Rooipoort 50 skooljoernaal, 19@32. Vergelyk ook Transvaalse
Onderwysdepartemen(TAB) verw. 0D 212 nr. 7115/94:A.J.vander Walt/Sekretaris,TOD19.12.1894en S.L.
Barnard, Wy | A-@edagdgleSezevaluering van die onderwys van die Transvaalse plaasskoel, 96338

p.195.

55 Transvaals©nderwysdepartementOnderwysmuseumyerw.D3/75/139:Elandsfonteimr. 289 skooljoernaal,
19061934.Vergelyk ook verw. D3/78/801: Welverdiend skooljoernaal, 19874.

3
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in the Gatsrand?® Asproblemsarosewith the keepingand careof the animals, usavas
made of a school bus (locally known as a school waggon).

By1920,there were still 20 schoolsfunctioning inthe Gatsrandpf whichKleinLosberg,
Herminaand Elandsfonteimumber289were the biggest onest that stage. Particulars

regarding the schools are given bel&:

TABLE Farmschoolsn the Gatsrandn 1920

FARMSCHOOL STAFF NUMBEROFPUPILS
Welverdiend SXe Beer 75

Mrs JMde Beer
MissM Yssel
Buffelsdoorn WFHenning a7
MissMP Davidtz

Elandsfonteimumber289 GSMalherbe 96
PRocher
JGHurter
JGConradie

Mrs M Conradie

Elandsfonteimumber494 HJlvanBroekhuizen 23
Hermina JMLSteyn 108
WJBadenhorst
RFRattrey
MrsW Steyn
MissHJde Bruyn
JapierugLeeuwpoort) PFCEllis 67
MissMSGronum

MissSSrandenMerwe

Kaalplaats DFBierman 68
Advan derWalt
MM du Plessis
Kalabasfontein JSNaudé 66

JFRvanDeventer

MissEdu Plessis

% Transvaals®nderwysdepartemenfTAB)verw.W217:PotchefstroonSkoolraadnotule11.10.1910.

57 Transvaalse Onderwysdepartement (Onderwysmuseum), verw. D1/57/129: Rietfontein 274
skool/PotchefstroonSkoolraad20.11.1925Vergelykook Carletonvillg(PUvir CHO)yverw. 3: BandopnameK.

du Preez, 6.11.1986.

58 Transvaals®©nderwysdepartementOnderysmuseumReportfor the yearended31.12.1920Bylaecxiixc.

Die skole op Driefontein nr. 388 en Bank word nie in hierdie verslag gemeldsnat bygereken word, was
daar in 1920 20 skole.
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KleinLosberg MJErasmus 111
GJlLindeque
MissMN vander Bank
MissHJCCronjé
Klipdrift Jvan derTak 69
P Coetzee
MissKERoth
Modderfontein DMHoogenhout 48
MissJHoffman
Rietfonteinnumber274 Jvan derTwisk 50
Fde Fde Villiers
Rietfonteinnumber659 ECKleyn 43
MissJERousseau
Rooipoort50 GJIWissing 78
JMJIKnox
MissJACombrink
Stompoorfontein Cvan derM de Villiers 18
Vlakfonteinnumber364 JCvanNiekerk 38
Mrs CMvanNiekerk
Vlakfonteinnumber669 MissGWPienaar 21
Blyvooruitzicht N Roux 10

WONDERFONTESRHOOBUILDINGL,929
Photo:BJWaudé(ed.),Commemorative Issue, Receipt of Mail Coach
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KJIKERLING '
Photo:Kde Beer(Potchefstroom)
TheWonderfontein School, which was opened in 1925 with 25 pupils, strugglexist and

hadto be closedagainin 1927.5° Thearrival of the Dutchsettlersat Wonderfonteinin 1928,

gave rise to the reopening of the school in January 1929, with W Rademeyer as pffhcipal.
The establishment of yet another school did not meet with the approval of the inspector, GJ
de Vos?t

In 1935, De Vos mentioned in his report that there were two schools in existence within a
distance of 14 miles (22,4 kilometres) between the two schools at Welverdiend and
Rooipoort. The school at Wonderfontein, which was situated between these two schools
was therefore not justifiable. By contrast, schools like those at Buffelsdoorn, Elandsfontein
number289andJapiesrusverefive to nine miles(eightto 14,4km)from Fochvilleg(wherea

school had already been opened), so that pupils could be educated there.

5 Transvaalse Onderwysdepartement (Onderwysmuseum),verw. D1/83/155: Rapport van inspeksie
Wonderfontein, 17.3.1925 en 8.2.1927.

60 TransvaalseOnderwysdepartement(Onderwysmuseum),verw. D1/83/155: Rapport van inspeksie
Wonderfontein/W.F. Schoon, 27.8.1929. Mnr. K. Kerling het op 18 Maart 1930 hoof van die Wonderfonteinskool
geword.

61 Transvaals®nderwysdepartementOnderwysmuseum)/erslagvir diejaargeéindig31.12.1935p.78.

62 Transvaals®nderwysdepartementOnderwysmuseum)/erslagvir diejaargeéindig31.12.1935pp.78:80.
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4.3 Educatiomn apermanentbasis, 19381948

tNeoloftexr & | NBadzZd 2F AyalLlSodz2N 585 +x2aQa

centralisation of schools in the Gatsrand. The advantage of centralised schools was that more
teacherscould be appointed at suchschools sdhat a greater variety of subjectscould be
offered and that more sociadultural activities could be organiséd.

In 1938, the school at Wonderfontein had to amalgamate with the one at Rooipoort 50 for a
second time® while the school at Losberg was also closed pungils hadto attend school

at Fochvillé> At that stage, Rooipoort 50 had three teachers with 150 pupils and W
Rademeyer as principal. By contrast, the principals of Welverdiend, Buffelsdoorn,
Elandsfontein number 289 and Japiesrus, namely W Louw, JL du Plessis, TJ Kotze and PFG
Ellis, each hadrdy one assistant with pupil numbers of 55, 42, 30 and 54 respecfi¥ily.
1938,there were atotal of 51 pupils inthe Stds7 and8 classes at Klipdrift. Apparently, most

of these pupils originated from other districts such as Vereeniging, Ventersdorp and Klip River
and a minimal number from Klipdrift. The reason for this appeared to be the lack of children
there owing to parents whodd moved away during the years of the depression. From 1930

to 1938, approximately 200 pupils passed their standards at Kligdfifie schools Japiesrus,
Buffelsdoorn and Kaalplaats amalgamated with Elandsfontein number 289 on 13 February
193968

Owing to an increase in the number of children in the vicinity of the then fledgling
Blyvooruitzicht mine, the school at Wonderfontein was reopened for a fourth time on 1
Januaryl 939 8° Goldmineactivitiesensuredthe permanentbasisof teachingin especially the
northern parts of the Gatsrant. An increase in the number of pupils caused the

Blyvooruitzicht school to reopen in January 1942, while the school at Wonderfontein was

83 J.CCoetzee;Diegeskiedeniwandie Onderwysn Potchefstroom...In A.J.Hvander Walt(red.),
Potchefstroom18381938,pp.256257.

64 TransvaalseOnderwysdepartemen{Onderwysmuseum)yerw. D1/83/150: SekretarisTOD/Potchefstroom
Skoolraad, 6.5.1938.

65 Losberg TAB), verwWHA1666:LosbergSkoolkommissienotulel,.7.1938 Volgensdie notule van6.1.1929

is die skool, Klethosberg, se naam verander na Losberg.

8 J.CCoetzee;Diegeskiedeniwandie Onderwysn Potchefstroom...'In A.J.HvanderWalt (red.),
Potchefstroom18381938,pp.256257.

67 J.CCoetzeePioniersvandie skoolplaasKlipdrift: Johanen JohanneSchutte 19231938,pp.16,71.

68 Transvaalse Onderwysdepartement (Onderwysmuseum),verw. D3/75/139: Elandsfontein nr. 289
skooljoernaal 1938939, 13.2.1939.

8 Transvaalsénderwysdepartemen{Onderwysmuseum)yerw. D1/83/148: G.J.Jdu Preez/SekretariSOD,
1.12.1938.

70 Transvaals@nderwysdepartemen{Onderwysmuseum)yerw. D1/83/148: G.J.Jdu Preez/SekretariOD,
1.12.1938.
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moved to the current Carletonville in 1946Apart from the gold mines, the growth of the
Welverdiendschoolwasmainlyto be attributed to the expansionof the railwaysfrom 1945
onwards.”?

By 1948, Welverdiendhad a schoolwith four staff members(principal: SPGroenewald)with

136 pupils. Rooipoort 5B8ad three staff membergprincipal:W Watermeyer) with 8@upils.
Blyvooruitzicht had two staff members (principal: FJ de V Hamman) with 339 pupils, and
Wonderfontein had six teachers (principal: KJ Kerling) with 127 ptils.

In 1943, the school at Klipdrift was renamed the General Pienaar Faahool* while
Kalabasfonteirand Elandsfonteimumber 289 still existedin 1948. Elandsfonteimumber

289 subsequently amalgamated with the school at FochfAlle.

The rise in the number of pupils at some schools did not imply that the teaching facilities
immediatelyimproved. The school building Wonderfontein was alreadsegardedas being

in poor conditionwith inadequatefacilitiesasearlyasin 1925,and againin 1943.Pupilshad

to fetch water for drinking purposes from a nearby water furrow (2 km from the school) in
buckets’®

The 1944 health report of the schoolboard at Potchefstroomregardingthe condition of
school facilities at Wonderfontein confirmed ofteapeated complaints of the school
commission over many years about the mattérThe buildings of corrugated iron and

earthen floors were too hot in summer and too cold in winter.

7 K.JKerling,"LaerGedenkskodDanieTheron"p.56.

2 Anon.,LaerskooDeBeer:Gedenkb1adl 880-1980,100stebestaansjaarp.7.

73 B.J.VNaude(red.), GedenkuitgaweOntvangsvanposkoetde Oberholzerd-11 Februariel952,pp.17,25,
39.VergelylookK.JKerling& [ I S NB S RDAnjet K § N@¥ ¢ =

7 Potchefstroom Herald and Western Gazette, 20.10.1943,p.4.Genl. J.J. Pienaar was in 1943 die
administrateur van Transvaal.

75 Carletonville (PU vir CHO),verw. 3: BandopnameK. du Preez, 6.11.1980.Kyk ook Anon., "Laerskool
Kalabasfontein”, p.3.

7 Transvaalse Onderwysdepartement (Onderwysmuseum), verw. D1/83/153: Rapport van inspeksie
Wonderfontein,17.9.1943Vergelykook verw. D1/83/94:W.E.Groot/Skoolraad/entersdorp23.3.1930.

7 TransvaalseOnderwysdepartement(Onderwysmuseum)yverw. D1/83/148: Rapport van geneeskundige
skoolbesoek aan Wonderfontein, 26.1.19%4rgelyk oolDe Westelike Stemi9.8.1920, p.5.
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THESCHOOBUSOFELANDSFONTENNMBERS9,CIRCA930

Photo:Kdu Preez(Fochville)
Therewere alsocomplaintsaboutthe O K A f RaviBgytanakedo with water through which
cattle was herded daily. Parents tried to help by covering the earfloems with carpeting®
An increasein pupil numbersat the schoolat Wonderfontein created the need for more
classrooms. In 1946, the school was moved to two temporary buildings on the farm
Twyfelvlakte (the current Carletonvillé) Themining companiesore part of the costsin this
regard.In 1947 five classroom&ndtwo dressing rooms were addéed.
Pupils of theschoolat Blyvooruitzicht (which was reopeneash 20 Januaryl942) hado be
taught in the recreation hall of Blyvooruitzicht mine until 1947. In 1947, the Transvaal
ProvincialCounciland the SchoolBoardof Potchefstroomgavepermissionfor the erection
of temporary classrooms on six morgen (5,17 hectares) of land. The land was donated by the

Blyvooruitzicht General Mining CompafEven though the school was opened on 25

8 Transvaalse Onderwysdepartement (Onderwysmuseum), vBri¥83/148: Rapport van geneeskundige
skoolbesoelaanWonderfontein,26.1.1944 Vergelykook K.JKerling,"LaerGedenkskooDanieTheron",pp.1-

2.

®  Transvaalse Onderwysdepartement (Onderwysmuseum),verw. D1/83/148: F.J. Pretorius/Skoolraad
Potchefstroom, 5.11.1945

8 TransvaalseOnderwysdepartementOnderwysmuseum)yerw. D1/83/150: Wonder= fontein sluiting en
verskuiwing, 26.7.1946. Vergelyk ook K.J. Kerling, "Laer Gedenkskool Danie Theron", p.4.

81 W, HaganWatson, "Down memory lane...", pp.34, 46. Vergelykook B.J.V.Naude (red.), Gedenkuitgawe:
Ontvangs van poskoets te Oberholzef,19Februarie 1953.17.
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